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2021 Late Summer English Course Descriptions 
 

LEARN ENGLISH IN NEW YORK /  

Eastern Time US (NYC): Tuesdays, August 17 - September 14, 8:00 - 9:50 pm 
(Japan Time: Wednesdays, August 18 - September 15, 9:00 - 10:50 am) 

Instructor: Milam 
 
This English class is a comprehensive course that covers the four main components of language study: speaking, 

listening, reading, and writing. Emphasis is placed on utilizing known grammar and vocabulary to improve 

communication strategies with native English speakers while expanding grammatical knowledge to interact with 

native-geared materials. Native materials are used wherever possible, and include TV shows and simple news 

articles. Students regularly participate in small-group and class-wide discussions.  

 

Regular features of the class include: 

1. Small-group discussions to refine speaking skills 

2. Becoming more familiar with English pronunciation (speech sounds and stress/intonation) 

3. Exploring strategies for increasing vocabulary 

4. Learning how to talk about Japanese culture and daily life in Japan to people from other countries 

 

This course is recommended for: low- to high-intermediate level learners, English enthusiasts, people who want to 

practice speaking English in a friendly environment, people interested in cross-cultural communication, people who 

have questions about English. This course will be taught to an approximate level of TOEIC 300-600.  

We welcome students to participate from Japan or anywhere else in the world. 

 

 

BEGINNER              

Eastern Time US (NYC): Tuesdays & Thursdays, August 17 - September 16 

2:10 - 4:00 pm  

Instructor: Milam 
 
The Beginners English class is a comprehensive course that covers the four main components of language study: 

speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Emphasis is placed on improving speaking and listening skills while 

developing a strong foundation in the basics of English grammar, including pronunciation and stress/intonation. 

Native materials are used wherever possible, and include TV shows, recipes, and simple news articles. Students 

regularly participate in small-group discussions and give individual presentations. 

 

Regular features of the class include: 

1. Working as a group to learn fundamentals of English grammar 

2. Becoming familiar with English pronunciation (speech sounds and stress/intonation) 

3. Becoming comfortable with speaking English  

4. Learning about American and New York culture 

 

This course is recommended for: low- to high-beginner level learners, people new to New York, people who want 

to practice speaking English in a friendly environment. 

 
 

 



INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED /  

Eastern Time US (NYC): Tuesdays & Thursdays, August 17 - September 16 

10:00 am- 11:50 am  

Instructor: Milam 
 
The Intermediate/Advanced English class is a comprehensive course that covers the four main components of 

language study: speaking, listening, reading, and writing. The course is structured as a grammar course, 

proceeding through the textbook to cover points of advanced grammar while looking at real-world, native-geared 

materials such as newspaper articles, TV interviews, and comedy sketches to further explore topics covered. Due 

to the differing natures of English and Japanese, the course emphasizes comparative grammar, looking at 

common linguistic concepts to see how they are rendered in both Japanese and English.  

 

Regular features of the class include: 

1. Small-group and class-wide discussions 

2. Error analysis 

3. Increasing vocabulary  

4. Exploring the different nuances of commonly used words 

5. Native-style communication strategies  

6. Analyzing native-geared materials  

 

This course is highly recommended for: talkative people, English enthusiasts, and aspiring language teachers, 

translators, and interpreters.  

 

 

Instructor: Ben Milam, an MA candidate in TESOL & Applied Linguistics at Columbia University, is a 
seasoned Japanese-English translator and interpreter with a multi-faceted professional background in 
government, education, and entertainment. A former United Nations advisor, Ben has translated a variety of 
Japanese textbooks and manga, including Ask Publishing’s Nihongo Fun & Easy and Megumi, a manga 
released by Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Highlights from the entertainment sector include interviewing 
Taylor Swift for George Tokoro’s Waratte Koraete!, teaching ESL to a secret handful of Japanese celebrities, 
and winning the Gilda Radner Award for Standup Comedy. 
 
 

 
Registrants will receive a Welcome Email and Zoom link by email 
from language_inquiries@japansociety.org on the afternoon of Monday, August 16 (for classes 
starting on Tuesday, August 17) NYC time. 

We do not record these classes, and recording of these classes is prohibited. 

 
TUITION:    
 

BEGINNER ( ), INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED ( / ) 

MEMBERS: $210               NONMEMBERS: $230 

Early Registration Discount: Register by Tuesday, August 3rd and receive $5 off your tuition! 
 

LEARN ENGLISH IN NEW YORK /  

MEMBERS: $110               NONMEMBERS: $120 
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PLEASE NOTE: Tuition is non-refundable and non-transferable (including credit) for any reason after 12 pm 

noon, the business day before your class starts. All refunds are subject to a $20 service charge, including those 
requested by the deadline date.  No partial registration or auditing is permitted. Please note that cancellations are 
accepted by phone only.  Cancellations via e-mail will not be accepted.  
 

By registering for a course, I accept and agree to the above terms of the cancellation policy. 

 
For more information or to register please call (212) 715-1269 or (212) 715-1293, or email us at 

language@japansociety.org. 


