
WRITE AN ARTICLE FOR YOUR 
LOCAL NEWSPAPER OR BLOG

HELPFUL TIPS:

1.  Make sure your newspaper publishes opinion  
    pieces from readers—they often appear with the  
    editorial and letters page. If they do, check the  
    guidelines for opinion pieces and look for the  
    editor’s email address to submit your piece.

2. Keep your article short and to the point. Usually  
    op-eds are no more than 700 words. See what’s  
    been published recently and try to keep your piece  
    to a similar length.

3. Make it personal. For example, you might want  
    to reflect on how education has changed your own  
    opportunities, or those of your family.

4. Include facts to support your point of view.  
    For example:

  • The poorest girls in the world get an average  
    of only 3 years of education, yet a girl with an  
    extra year of education can earn 20% more as  
    an adult.

  • Child marriage, harassment and violence are  
    key reasons that girls drop out of school early.  
    Yet educated girls invest 90% of their income  
    back into their family (compared to 30% by  
    men), and a child born to a literate mother is  
    50% more likely to survive past the age of 5  
    and two times as likely to go to school.

  • Less than 20 percent of girls in developing  
    countries complete lower secondary school  
    which is 8th or 9th grade, yet girls with 8 years  
    of education are four times less likely to be  
    married as a child.

5. End with a call to action for your readers.   
    Encourage readers to visit malala.org and  
    sign up to stand #withMalala.

6. Share your published article with the  
    Malala Fund by tweeting us @malalafund or  
    emailing info@malalafund.org.

Submitting a short article (also known  
as an “op-ed”) to your local newspaper  
is a great way to share information  
and get people talking about girls’  
education issues. Here are some tips.


