
Press release 

German non-profit to crowdfund a basic income at #WebSummit 
 
Universal Basic Income (UBI) Experiment: German non-profit will attempt to raise a years worth of basic 
income for one person (€12.000) in 72 hrs at Web Summit, Europe’s largest Tech Conference on 6-9 
November 2017 in Lisbon. The aim is to feel out how willingly the predominantly pro-UBI tech Scene will 
open their wallets to help finance universal basic income. 
 
Lisbon, November 6th, 2017  
 
Universal basic income is the idea that every citizen received a standard monthly salary just for being 
alive. The Berlin-based think tank and social innovation lab "Mein Grundeinkommen e.V." (literally “My 
Basic Income”) has been fostering the debate around UBI in Germany. Every time it collects enough 
donations for a years worth of basic income (€12.000), it gives it away to a random person that has 
registered for their raffle. It’s unconditional, free and anyone can register. The aim is to raise awareness 
for the idea of a UBI by telling the stories of the people that have received it. In the past 3 years Mein 
Grundeinkommen has given away over €1.5 Million to more than 100 of their 700.000 participants.  
 
Michael Bohmeyer, initiator of the non-profit, says: “By getting people to think about the question "What 
would I do if your income was taken care of?“, we challenge them to discover themselves, their peers 
and society as a whole.” 
 
The campaign lab is now taking it’s first steps toward the international tech scene. Mein 
Grundeinkommen aims to feel out how open the tech scene is to opening their wallet to finance UBI. The 
idea is to try and raise €12,000 or more in 72 hours from the participants at the Web Summit 2017, to 
then give it away to one lucky conference participant. It is not meant to be a scientific experiment. The 
goal is get people thinking about what role the tech world should play around UBI. And in best case there 
is another another story to tell about how basic income changed a person’s life in a year’s time.  
 
The technological progress in artificial intelligence and robotics is widely believed to make human labour 
obsolete in many sectors of the economy over the next few decades. A 2013 report from Oxford 
University found that around 50% of jobs could be redundant within the next 10 to 20 years. Many tech 
leaders, among them Elon Musk and Y Combinator President Sam Altman, have therefore spoken out in 
favour of UBI. Mark Zuckerberg recently made his support public at his Harvard commencement speech 
in May 2017. He acknowledged that people who are doing well, like himself, should pay for it.  
 
If it achieves its goal to raise €12,000 Mein Grundeinkommen will announce the winner on Thursday, 
November 9th 2017 at MEO Arena in Lisbon with a live stream on YouTube. Donations are welcome.  
 
More information to be found on basicincomechallenge.org 
 
Contact in English 
Steven Strehl, Campaigner at "Mein Grundeinkommen" 
steven.strehl@mein-grundeinkommen.de 
Mobile: +49 160 83 55 108 
 
The team from Berlin is in Lisbon from November 3rd to November 13th 2017 
Please inquire if you wish to interview and/or meet up. 
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