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Foreword by Executive Member 
It is with great pleasure that we can present to the public the progress we have made and 
the improvements that we plan to undertake to re-establish Stockport Council as the Lead 
Local Flood Authority for the Stockport area. We have made great progress in a short 
period of time and this Strategy endorses that. 

I certainly accept the new duties and responsibilities the Council has to help our 
community and look forward to developing a closer relationship with residents and other 
multi-disciplined agencies with an interest in water and its impact on the built environment 
and natural environment. 

I welcome and applaud the support the Council has from its partners in risk management. 

The beauty, amenity and critical resource of water should certainly be appreciated but also 
acknowledged that the power of nature can deliver adverse effects that can have a huge 
impact on us all and for many years. The reality of major flood events in Stockport is 
relatively small in comparison to other areas, but some risk will remain in areas with large 
urbanisation and buried waterways. Flood risk management requires the support of all key 
stakeholders including local residents, organisations and businesses as we all have 
responsibilities. If we work together then the potential impacts of floods in Stockport can be 
minimised. 

  

Councillor Kate Butler Executive Councillor (Economy & Regeneration) 
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Executive Summary 
This is the formal strategy proposed by Stockport Council to demonstrate its 
understanding and role in managing flood risk in the borough of Stockport. It is a 
requirement of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 that this document is available 
to the public. Previously duties and powers were with the Environment Agency but this 
legislation sets the Council as the Lead Local Flood Authority with the intention to be able 
to understand and potentially redress local flood issues by being able to react at a more 
local level. It is intended that matters can be handled more directly with the communities 
that the Council is there to help and support. 

The Strategy is written to show the background and how and why changes have come 
about. This has to be the context of the process and in the first Section it shows in more 
detail what is required from the Strategy. The rest of the document establishes how the 
Council goes about its duties and beyond and expands that to give information on what is 
actually being carried out. 

Flood risk from Main Rivers, such as the Mersey, Goyt and Tame although a concern and 
a duty for the Council are still under the management of the Environment Agency. It is 
predominantly what is classed as Ordinary Watercourses, Surface Water and Ground 
Water flooding that this strategy is to address. 

It is important to establish for the people of Stockport what our policies are and what we 
want to achieve and it is stressed that the function is to understand flood risk. The Council 
certainly wants to help and support communities to be aware of it and so far as it can help 
others understand it. Wherever possible the Council will try and reduce it, but that may not 
be possible and it should be recognised that neither the duties nor this strategy make the 
Council responsible for flooding or the consequences of it. 

The role the Council has is to collect data and process information and make it available to 
the public and is therefore fundamentally about raising risk awareness. Although the 
Council has already proven to be proactive by using its Powers to provide solutions it can 
only continue to do so where it is practical, affordable and realistic within the current and 
future funding mechanisms. There will be certainly other bodies involved and these are 
outlined in the report. There would not be a one-stop shop but a Lead from the Council 
with direction and advice and we cannot necessarily fund improvements but will try to 
identify funding to do so. 

Flood risk and particularly surface water flood risk is inherently unpredictable and is often 
complex and usually not related to one specific issue or event and is therefore rarely a 
simple one-fix process. The problems may have to be explored and investigated over a 
long period of time to try and ascertain the problem as drainage assets in an urban 
environment are usually buried and difficult to access. We may have to rely on information 
gleaned from multiple flood events or undertake complex analysis or modelling to provide 
solutions and also work with other agencies. The Council is developing the skills and 
experience to be able to deliver the investigations and solutions more effectively. 

A fundamental aim of the strategy is that Stockport Council embraces and supports its role 
as Lead Local Flood Authority and this means taking the lead in helping with infrastructure 
development and re-development and working with other bodies in dealing with flood risk. 
The Council wants to encourage and wherever possible enforce current thinking and 
guidance and be able to provide improvements through working better together in terms of 
supporting communities to help themselves. 
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Although it may not necessarily be apparent the environmental impact of flooding or works 
to mitigate flooding are key considerations and are often within the Council’s general and 
specific policies and objectives.  

The Strategy is relevant for anyone who lives, works or visits Stockport to assist them in 
understanding and managing flood risk. It is also of relevance to all authorities with flood 
risk management responsibilities to ensure there is a common understanding of roles and 
responsibilities.  

The Strategy is aimed at providing an overview and assessment of local flood risk in 
Stockport, setting out objectives and measures for how Stockport Council will manage and 
reduce local flood risk. 

This Strategy builds on existing and developing approaches to flood risk management and 
promotes the use of a wide range of measures to manage flood risk. Risk should be 
managed in a co-ordinated way within catchments and balance the needs of communities, 
the economy and the environment. 

Stockport will take a proportionate risk-based approach to achieve the best results 
possible using the budget and resources available. We are working to reduce both the 
likelihood of flooding and impacts of a flood when it happens. 

The Strategy also shows how communities can be more involved in local flood risk 
management and emphasises the need to consider national and local activities and 
funding. 

To ensure that the Strategy remains relevant and fit for purpose it will be regularly 
reviewed and updated as necessary. It is important that the information contained within it 
is the best available and it is in line with national policy on the management of local flood 
risk.  

Our Objectives 
A key aspect of this Strategy is the objectives it sets for the management of local flood risk 
in Stockport. These objectives aim to cover all aspects of local flood risk management and 
are consistent with the national flood risk management strategy.  

Our Objectives are: 

1) To better understand local flood risk and make best use of available information in 
order to better manage flood risk to people, businesses, property, infrastructure and 
the natural environment; 

2) To reduce the potential impact and costs of flooding in the Borough; 
3) To ensure resilience of local water bodies and drainage assets; 
4) To ensure appropriate development in areas of flood risk; 
5) To develop a collaborative partnership approach to flood risk management, and 

cooperate with other Risk Management Authorities (RMAs) and key stakeholders 
working across catchments; 

6) To assist communities in understanding information on flood risk and supporting 
themselves; 

7) To encourage, support and provide flood risk management which seeks to enhance 
and protect the environment. 



7 
 

Our Measures and Actions 
To achieve these objectives, the Council has identified the necessary measures and 
actions that are presented in the action plan for this Strategy. The measures address the 
various aspects of local flood risk management, including educating communities, raising 
public awareness, improving our understanding of the risks and implementing measures to 
manage and reduce flood risk where it is unacceptable. The actions will be led by the 
Council with support from its partners in local flood risk management where appropriate.  

Funding the implementation of the Strategy 
To implement the measures outlined by this Strategy, funding will need to be sought from 
a variety of sources. In consultation with its partners in local flood risk management, the 
Council has identified the following potential funding sources (not exhaustive): 

 Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Grant for Lead Local Flood 
Authority Duties; 

 Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management (FCERM) Grant in Aid. 
 Local Levy; 
 Section 106 developer contributions; 
 SMBC contributions; 
 other Local Authority contributions; 
 other partner contributions; 
 Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) contributions. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1. Background 
Flood risk in England is expected to increase due to climate change and development in 
areas at risk. It is not possible to prevent all flooding, but there are actions that can be 
taken to manage these risks and reduce the impacts on communities, the environment and 
infrastructure. 

Under the Flood and Water Management Act (2010) (‘the Act’) Stockport Metropolitan 
Borough Council (SMBC) became a Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA), responsible for 
managing local flood risk from surface water, ground water and ordinary watercourses in 
Stockport. One of the new duties placed upon SMBC as LLFA to assist in the 
management of local flood risk is to ‘develop, maintain, apply and monitor’ a Local Flood 
Risk Management Strategy’. 

SMBC will take a risk-based approach to achieve the best results possible using the 
budget and resources available. We are working to reduce both the likelihood of flooding 
and the impacts of a flood when it happens. 

The events of the summer of 2007 and more recently in 2012, 2014 and 2015 across large 
parts of the UK has demonstrated the major impacts floods can have. They also showed 
the importance of understanding the flood risks we face nationally so that we can be better 
prepared to face future risks. In all, around 5.2 million properties in England, or one in six 
properties, are at risk of flooding. More than 5 million people live and work in 2.4 million 
properties that are at risk of flooding from rivers or the sea, one million of which are also at 
risk of surface water flooding. A further 2.8 million properties are susceptible to surface 
water flooding alone. 

The Local Flood Risk Management Strategy is an important tool to help everyone 
understand and manage risk within Stockport and is therefore of relevance to everyone 
who lives, works, visits or travels through the area. Its main focus is on ‘local flood risk’, 
flooding caused by surface water, ground water and ordinary watercourses. 

Its main aim is to reduce the risk of flooding and economic damage that flooding causes, in 
a sustainable manner.  Also any flood management activities carried out will aim to 
enhance the built and natural environment. 

This strategy builds on existing and developing approaches to flood and coastal risk 
management and promotes the use of a wide range of measures to manage risk. Risk 
should be managed in a co-ordinated way within catchments and balance the needs of 
communities, the economy and the environment. 

It also shows how communities can be more involved in local flood risk management and 
emphasises the need to consider national and local activities and funding. 

The Strategy is subject to both Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats 
Regulation Assessment. 
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1.2. Aims of the Strategy 

1.2.1. Defining Flood Risk in Stockport 

The Strategy aims to provide an overview and assessment of local flood risk in Stockport, 
setting out objectives and measures for how the Council will manage and reduce local 
flood risk. 

The Strategy will seek to define what “locally significant flood risk” is in Stockport, however 
there can be no simple single definition of what constitutes significant flooding. Measures 
such as magnitude, impact, frequency, duration or exceeding of a threshold could all be 
used individually or in combination to describe the significance of a flood event.  

Evaluation of significant risk depends on context and may vary between organisations and 
individual perceptions. A householder who has been flooded would certainly see the event 
as significant however in terms of allocating limited resources, a single domestic property 
will need to be assessed in the context of the overall number of properties at risk of 
flooding in Stockport. In areas with a potential risk of significant flooding due to surface 
water runoff such properties will have a higher risk factor than those in other areas.   

Significance can be described using a variety of measures which could include value or 
potential value of damage due to flooding, number of people directly affected, number of 
people indirectly affected through infrastructure failure or disruption of transport networks 
and factors such as pollution or other environmental impacts.  

Linked to significance is the need to develop thresholds to define events such as flooding 
incidents or the inclusion of structures and features on the local register. These thresholds 
will be used to trigger actions as well as providing a methodology for the prioritisation of 
areas where flood risk management work will be carried out. The determination of 
appropriate thresholds will take account of the degree of judgement and discretion that the 
LLFA has to apply its powers in relation to the activity being considered and the practical 
limitations of capacity and resources to undertake the required actions.  

1.2.2. Areas covered by the Strategy 

The Strategy will cover the following areas: 

 Provide an Introduction to the document summarising the Aims and the Vision for 
Flood Risk Management in Stockport; 

 Define Local flood risk in Stockport and what is considered to be ‘locally 
significant flood risk’; 

 Summarise Legislation and policy documents that are relevant to the Strategy. It 
is anticipated that these will change during the life of the Strategy and will be 
reviewed when an update to the Strategy is undertaken; 

 Explain Roles and Responsibilities of key partners and stakeholders; 

 Specify Flood Risk Management Objectives and identify and describe Measures 
proposed to deliver the objectives. Where relevant provide details of the costs and 
benefits related to any Actions, and identify a means or process of how these may 
be paid for. Changes of the actions are anticipated within the life of the Strategy and 
updates will be added in the light of experience; 

 Describe and establish Strategy Monitoring and Review process and timetables. 
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1.3. A Vision for Flood Risk Management in Stockport  
Sir Michael Pitt’s review of the flooding events in the summer of 2007 identified that flood 
risk management activity and planning was compartmentalised and fragmented. Amongst 
his recommendations was that there should be coordination of flood risk management at a 
local level, supported by changes in legislation. Up until 2010 there has been no consistent 
approach to local flood risk management across Stockport, work to reduce risk has been 
carried out by a number of organisations through discretionary powers set out in a range of 
legislation.  

As part of the local strategy a vision for flood risk management is being created to set the 
strategic direction for Stockport. The vision will describe an ideal (proportionate and risk 
based) approach that is needed in order to make sound decisions about managing flood 
risk.  

The vision is being developed through consultation with key stakeholders and public 
consultation as well as a number of workshops.  

The local strategy also needs to be consistent with the national strategy which outlines six 
guiding principles for flood risk management in England. These principles have been 
embraced in the local strategy for Stockport and are discussed further in Chapter 3. 

Given these guiding principles the overall position that Stockport is striving to achieve is as 
follows: 

 Stockport is one of ten Greater Manchester Authorities that make up the 
Association of Greater Manchester Authorities (AGMA) framework. It will work with 
all stakeholders not only within AGMA but in partnership with all the risk 
management authorities to deliver the best service for its residents; 

 As the LLFA it will take a proactive role in engaging and encouraging the other Risk 
Management Authorities (RMAs) to seek and promote changes that will reduce 
current and future flood risk; 

 Where flooding or potential flooding cannot be minimised Stockport will ensure that 
any affected communities are consulted and all property resilience measures are 
explored and communicated to residents. 

The objectives and measures that the LLFA is proposing to put in place are included in 
Chapter 5 of this Strategy. These set out the detail of the policies to be followed and the 
proposals for actions that will be taken to deliver the Strategy in Stockport.  

In summary, the strategy is proposing the following objectives:  

1) To better understand local flood risk and make best use of available information in 
order to better manage flood risk to people, businesses, property, infrastructure and 
the natural environment; 

2) To reduce the potential impact and costs of flooding in the Borough; 
3) To ensure resilience of local water bodies and drainage assets; 
4) To ensure appropriate development in areas of flood risk; 
5) To develop a collaborative partnership approach to flood risk management, and 

cooperate with other Risk Management Authorities and key stakeholders working 
across catchments; 
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6) To assist communities in understanding information on flood risk and supporting 
themselves; 

7) To encourage, support and provide flood risk management which seeks to enhance 
and protect the environment. 
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2. Local Flood Risk in Stockport  
2.1. Sources of Flooding 
Flooding due to intense or prolonged rainfall is a natural phenomenon which depending on 
the area where it occurs may have positive or negative consequences. It is an 
environmental risk that we need to ascertain and understand in order for appropriate steps 
to be taken to manage the potential impacts.  

The different sources of flooding that may affect Stockport are set out below. 

Overland flooding:  High intensity rainfall causes surface water runoff which 
flows over the ground and accumulates in low-lying 
areas. 

Groundwater flooding: Water in the ground rises up above the ground surface 
from within permeable rocks often as a result of 
prolonged or heavy rainfall. 

Ordinary watercourse flooding: When a watercourse (not designated as Main River) 
cannot accommodate the volume of water flowing in it 
or the channel becomes blocked, causing water to 
come out of the channel and flow over the surrounding 
land. 

Sewer flooding: Flooding from manhole - Flooding from a sewer, usually 
via manholes, due to the capacity being exceeded or 
due to temporary problems with the system such as 
blockages, collapses or equipment failures (i.e. 
pumping stations).  

Highway flooding: Flooding from manhole - Heavy rainfall or overflow from 
blocked drains and gullies causes water to pond on the 
carriageway. 

Main River flooding: When the capacity of a river (designated as Main River) 
is exceeded or the channel becomes blocked, causing 
water to spill onto the floodplain.  

Reservoir flooding: When a reservoir overtops or the dam is breached 
causing the water stored by the reservoir to be 
released.  

Snow meltwater flooding: When a large covering of snow melts perhaps in 
combination with heavy rainfall large volumes of water 
is released and causes surface water runoff which flows 
over the ground and accumulates in low-lying areas. 

.  
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When anyone has suffered flooding there are a number of questions that they may ask 
such as; why they didn’t know that there was potential for them to be flooded, what is the 
probability of flooding reoccurring and what can be done to prevent it happening again?  

The majority of people understand the general mechanism of flooding, in that it happens 
when water ends up in places where it is not usually found and that the water may have 
come from one of a range of sources. The sources include overland flows from direct 
rainfall, groundwater, and water from river or other watercourses, flooding through the 
failure of a manmade structure such as a reservoir, sewer or a water main, or flooding due 
to inadequate capacity or blockage of sewers, gullies or highway drains.   

This Strategy will be focussing on local flooding which is defined as flooding from surface 
water (overland flows from direct rainfall, flooding from gullies and highway manholes), 
groundwater and ordinary watercourse as managing flooding from these sources falls 
under the Council’s responsibility. Flooding from sewers, main rivers, canals and 
reservoirs is dealt with by other Flood Risk Management Authorities and their 
responsibilities and duty of care will be detailed in this document.  

For some, awareness will come from news coverage of flooding events on a regional or 
national scale whilst for others it will be personal experience of the misery and disruption 
that is caused when water enters their building. As a consequence the risk of flooding will 
be a remote consideration for some and for others it will be something that they will be 
conscious of whenever heavy rain or snowfall is forecast.  

Perhaps because reporting of flooding focuses on large or catastrophic events where 
intervention is required by agencies and authorities, there is an assumption that these 
bodies are “responsible” for dealing with all things relating to flooding and that individuals 
or their communities have no role to play outside the immediate period of flood events. 
Whilst these organisations do have a role to play in management of flood risk they cannot 
“solve” flooding and people need to be encouraged and supported to play an active role in 
managing their own flood risk as individuals and within their communities. Individuals that 
have ordinary watercourses (streams or pipes) running through or along the boundaries of 
their properties have a responsibility to maintain them in such condition that they do not 
pose a flood risk. 

2.2. Overview of Flood Risk in Stockport (all sources)  
Stockport is close to the Peak District and is 4 miles (6.5 km) south of the city of 
Manchester. Stockport is surrounded by several smaller towns and villages which together 
form Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council, of which Stockport is the administrative 
centre. The borough of Stockport has a population of around 285,000 and is a highly 
urbanised area with semi-rural parts and a relatively affluent area for the North-West of 
England. 

As a large populous live and work in urbanised and developed areas surface water flood 
risk is the key issue for Stockport and it is predominantly the Local and District Centres, 
particularly to the south and west of the borough, that experience flood problems. 

Geology will have a factor in this in that the Town Centre, Edgeley and the north of the 
borough have largely underlying sandstone, to the south there is a mix of sands and clays 
and to the east clay is more predominant. Clay as opposed to sand or sandstone is not as 
permeable to allow natural base flows in the ground and can lead to more saturation in the 
soil above the clay layers which leads to more surface water run-off. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Administrative_centre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Administrative_centre


14 
 

 

The figure below shows the hydrological linkages between each of the authorities in 
Greater Manchester and surrounding authorities where catchments cross administrative 
boundaries.

 

Hydrological Linkages 

Stockport is one of the ten districts that lies within the Greater Manchester area situated 
mostly in the middle and lower catchments of the Rivers Tame and Goyt, which converge 
into the river Mersey at Stockport Town Centre. It is in the Upper Catchment of the River 
Mersey. 

Greater Manchester consists of a complex hydrological network that interlinks all of the 
Authorities with all river catchments in the GM area, apart from the River Douglas which 
partially drains into the Manchester Ship Canal. This in itself acts as a form of flood relief. 

Stockport and eight other unitary authority controlled areas within Greater Manchester 
have been identified as areas of flood risk from the Greater Manchester Flood Risk 
Assessment.  

Stockport is at risk from a variety of sources of flooding which are known to interact with 
each other. The main sources of flood risk include surface water, groundwater and fluvial 
flooding, the effects of which are expected to increase as a result of climate change.  

In the recent past a number of plans and assessments have sought to explore flood risk 
from a variety of sources. These include the Mersey Catchment Flood Management Plans 
(CFMP), Stockport Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment (PFRA), Environment Agency 
mapping of fluvial flood zones, areas susceptible to surface water and groundwater 
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flooding, Strategic Flood Risk Assessments (SFRA). Historic records of flooding vary 
greatly, making it difficult to provide a consistent picture of past flooding within Stockport, 
but these are considered where notable events have occurred. 

2.2.1. Surface Water Flooding  

Surface water flooding is caused by overland flow during periods of sustained or heavy 
rainfall, causing ponding of water where it becomes obstructed or collects in low lying 
areas. Local drainage capacity and infiltration is unable to cope with the volume of water 
experienced.  

The risk of surface water flooding increases as the amount of built-up area and the 
associated area of impermeable hard surfacing extends across the borough. The increase 
in car ownership has led to increased paving of gardens due to the provision of off-road 
parking which increases the surface water run-off. 

Stockport’s PFRA identified that the Flood Map for Surface Water (FMfSW) was the best 
available indication of predicted surface water flood risk within Stockport. Based on this 
information, over 29,200 properties are predicted to be at risk of deep flooding up to 0.3m 
in a high risk (1 in 200 chance in any year) event. 

The potential for surface water flooding is predicted mainly in Cheadle and Gatley 
settlements; see Map 1 - Extent of Flood Map for Surface Water flooding in Stockport in 
Appendix A. 

2.2.2. Groundwater Flooding  

Groundwater flooding occurs when the water held underground rises to a level where it 
breaks the surface in areas away from usual channels and drainage pathways. It is 
generally a result of exceptional extended periods of heavy rain, but can also occur as a 
result of reduced abstraction, underground leaks or the displacement of underground 
flows. Once groundwater flooding has occurred, the water can remain in place for a 
lengthy period of time.  

In the East of the borough ground water problems present more of an issue due to the 
heavier clay content in the soils and underlying strata. This is more prevalent in Romiley, 
High Lane and Marple Bridge but especially in Marple. Cellar and garden flooding seems 
to be increasing. 

Areas with the potential for groundwater emergence are shown by the Areas Susceptible 
to Groundwater Flooding (AStGF) maps, see Map 2 in Appendix A. The AStGF is based 
on 1 kilometre squares where the percentage of the area where there is the potential for 
groundwater emergence is above 25%. The majority of Stockport is not shown to be at risk 
above this level, with very few kilometre squares with a percentage greater than 50%.  

2.2.3.  Flooding from Main Rivers 

Fluvial flooding occurs when the capacity of a watercourse is reached, causing water to 
spill out of the channel into nearby areas. In some areas the surrounding floodplain of the 
river may be undeveloped or have flood compatible uses, but in some areas development 
has occurred within these floodplain areas.  



16 
 

The Main Rivers, Mersey, Tame and Goyt are not the predominating concern due to the 
topography of the borough especially in the Town Centre itself. Only 2% of Stockport’s 
population are at risk from fluvial flooding 

Within Cheadle a number of dwellings fall in Flood Zone 2 (1 in 1000 chance in any year) 
and in Flood Zone 3 (1 in 100 chance in any year). Significant levels of fluvial flood risk are 
seen in the north and west parts of the borough in particular, see Map 3 - Extent of Flood 
Zone 2 and 3 in Stockport in Appendix A.  

2.2.4. Flooding from Ordinary Watercourses 

Similar to flooding from main rivers, flooding from ordinary watercourses (small streams, 
brooks, ditches, etc.) occur when their capacity is reached causing water to overspill into 
the nearby areas. These ordinary watercourses could either be open channels, or parts of 
them could be culverted in pipes. 

Many of the tributaries in the borough form the main network and spread across the 
catchment for the Upper Mersey. Development and re-development in the past has seen 
fit to cover or culvert the watercourses and use the land for other purposes. The main 
problem areas are to the south and east of the town and the main focus of consideration 
tends to be around the districts of Cheadle Hulme, Bramhall, Romiley and Marple. 

There are significant flood risks identified around Chorlton Brook in Cheadle and Cheadle 
Heath, which is classed as Main River. Again long sections of this brook have been 
culverted providing a throttle effect presenting maintenance issues but there are also more 
complex issues of water backing up in heavy rainfall in a low lying area. Gatley village was 
identified as our other main risk area. 

There are many areas and long lengths of watercourse that have been entirely built over 
and many of our major access routes are built on what was an open watercourse. These 
include the A6 through Great Moor and Hazel Grove and Upper Hibbert Lane in Marple. 
These old culverts tend to be brick and box-shaped and are prone to siltation, collecting of 
debris and susceptible to collapse. They are also very difficult to access, inspect and 
maintain as they very rarely have manholes incorporated. Again ground water issues 
present a problem along their catchments as well as the surface water issues if the 
culverts are under capacity. 

Many residents have a tendency to feel that to culvert a stream in their rear garden is the 
best solution. This leads to having continued lengthy sections of poorly maintained and 
uncharted culverted systems that have no access points and no determined outfall. The 
continued increase in ground water flooding with climate change in these areas is of 
concern as the base water cannot feed into the watercourse. 

2.2.5. Sewer or Highway Flooding  

Sewer or highway flooding is caused by excess surface water entering the drainage 
network, exceeding available capacity or when a blockage occurs. This generally occurs 
during periods of heavy rainfall when the drainage network becomes overwhelmed.  

Water Companies keep a record of property flooding which is called the DG5 register. 
Currently, there are approximately 100 properties on the internal and external DG5 register 
respectively. 
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2.2.6. Highway Flooding  

Highway gullies that are reported as blocked are logged and left until the normal routine 
maintenance date unless they are causing a health and safety issue where they will 
instead be prioritised as urgent gulley cleansing works. 

2.2.7. Canal Flooding  

Canal flooding is caused by overtopping or breach of the canal network. There are a 
number of canals within Stockport including the Macclesfield Canal and The Peak Forest 
Canal   The Canal and River Trust is currently investigating the potential for flooding from 
the canal network. It is considered that there are no significant flood risks associated 
expressly with the canals.  

2.2.8. Reservoir Flooding  

Reservoir flooding occurs when a reservoir structure is overtopped or fails due to damage 
or collapse of the reservoir structure. The Environment Agency has produced reservoir 
maps to show the largest area that might be flooded if a reservoir that holds over 25,000 
cubic metres of water were to fail. 

The following list indicates all reservoirs in and around Stockport which have been 
included within the Environment Agency Risk of Flooding from Reservoir maps. The 
majority of the reservoirs listed are owned and maintained by United Utilities: 

 Arnfield Reservoir 
 Audenshaw No1  
 Audenshaw No 2  
 Audenshaw No 3  
 Bollinhurst  
 Bottoms (Longdendale) 
 Brushes (Stalybridge) 
 Castleshaw lower 
 Castleshaw Upper (Lower Border of Stockport) 
 Chew  
 Combs 
 Crookgate (Border of Stockport) 
 Dovestone 
 Dowry (Border of Stockport) 
 Errwood  
 Fernilee 
 Godley Open 
 Greenfield 
 Horse Coppice 
 Kinder 
 Lower Swineshaw (Glossop) 
 Poynton Pool 
 Readycon Dean (Border of Stockport) 
 Rhodeswood  
 Swineshaw Lower (Stalybridge) 
 Swineshaw Higher  
 Toddbrook  
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 Torside  
 Valehouse 
 Walkerwood  
 Woodhead  
 Yeoman Hey  

2.3. Assessing Local Flood Risk  
The Strategy must assess and define what locally significant flood risk is. This will require 
the development of criteria to ensure that significance is determined on a consistent basis 
across Stockport. Significance will need to be assessed in a number of different ways 
depending on the situation, for example through the setting of thresholds that will trigger 
investigations, the assessment of the effect that structures and features have on flood risk 
and how potential flood risk management schemes will be prioritised for funding.  

The Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment (2011) indicates that flooding has occurred in 
Stockport from a range of sources and is widely distributed across the borough. Modelling 
of flood risk and climate change gives an insight into the potential impact of future flooding. 
Greater Manchester which includes Stockport has areas that currently meet the national 
criteria for designation as significant Flood Risk Areas. 

The PFRA considered that the risk from ordinary watercourses and groundwater will be 
within the same areas as those recorded as being at risk from surface water, therefore the 
surface water maps are indicative of areas at risk from all local flood sources. 

The FMfSW shows areas at surface water flood risk in most of Stockport’s major 
settlements. As part of the PFRA process kilometre grid squares above the following 
thresholds were identified on the map as areas at significant risk: 

 200 or more people affected and/or;  

 1 or more critical services affected, including electricity and water and/or; 

 20 or more non-residential properties affected. 

The number of people at risk was calculated using a multiplier based on the number of 
residential properties affected.  For the purposes of prioritising the areas to be assessed, 
this will be done by the number of properties overall within each district at risk of surface 
water flooding. This is based on flooding to a depth of 0.3m in a 1 in 200 chance in any 
year event. Whilst the map of areas above the threshold is a valuable tool for indicating 
areas where properties at flood risk are concentrated, there are a number of areas which 
fall below the threshold which would be missed.   

This is particularly important in the context of Stockport’s mixed urban and rural setting to 
ensure that settlements that may not hold a significant number of properties but would be 
entirely flooded are appropriately assessed. Additionally, as part of Stockport’s routine 
assessment all work issues are evaluated to determine the likely impact and extent on a 
property, highway or other area. This will inform our decision on whether to establish a 
priority structure and how our resources are best utilised. 

What is less obvious is how to rate impact of flooding on a road or other essential 
infrastructure compared to properties. The most practical means of comparison would be 
to grade potential flood risk against a standardised scale of impacts. A simplistic flood risk 
score has been adopted based on the Corporate Resilience risk matrix. Once further 
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survey and assessment of the network is carried out this risk assessment will be 
developed.  

During the process of establishing a criteria for a cost / benefit review at the start of any 
project it is vital to review maps and the topography of the area to understand the detailed 
impact a complete or partial failure would have on an area. This tends to develop into a 
complex model exercise that seeks to establish the specific flood risk and the likelihood of 
a flood event. 

A strategic review was carried out on large urban areas where the LLFA was aware of 
culverted watercourses. An initial assessment was carried out based on risk based criteria 
in the event that such watercourses became blocked and a programme of investigation 
and survey work was launched to determine the condition of culverted sections. This was 
fed into the risk assessment again and from that the key sites were identified for detailed 
work and these were entered into a programme of works.  

2.4. Overview of Climate Change Implications  
As well as looking at past flood risk the future risk of flooding needs to be assessed and is 
especially relevant because of the need to consider effects from climate change. A range 
of climate change scenarios have been developed and it seems likely that overall flood risk 
will increase as flooding may happen more often and / or to a greater depth, depending on 
the flooding source and mechanism.  

Changes in climatic conditions can affect local flood risk in several ways; however, impacts 
will depend on local conditions and vulnerability. Wetter winters and more intense rainfall 
may increase river flooding in both rural and urban catchments. More intense rainfall 
causes greater surface runoff, increasing localised flooding and erosion. In turn, this may 
increase pressure on drains, sewers and water quality. Storm intensity in summer could 
increase even in drier summers, so the borough needs to be prepared for the risks arising 
from unexpected flash flooding.  

Many drainage systems in the borough have been modified to manage water levels and 
could help in adapting locally to some impacts of future climate change on flooding. 
However changing intensity of weather patterns may mean that these assets would need 
to be managed differently. 

Where appropriate, the Strategy will be promoting local studies to enable a better 
understanding of potential climate impacts on flooding as well as looking at the detail of 
the effects from other factors like land use change. The implementation of sustainable 
development and sustainable drainage will help us adapt to climate change locally and 
should contribute to the mitigation and management of the risks that could arise from 
damaging floods in the future.  
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3. Legislative Context  
3.1. The Flood and Water Management Act and the Flood Risk 

Regulations (2009) 
Between May and June 2007, extreme rainfall led to widespread flooding in England and 
Wales.  It was arguably the largest peacetime emergency since World War II, causing 13 
deaths and £3.2 billion in damage.  The Government commissioned Sir Michael Pitt to 
undertake an independent review of the floods.  The Pitt Review ‘Learning Lessons from 
the 2007 Floods’ concluded that “urgent and fundamental” changes were needed to 
reduce flood risk. 

The Flood and Water Management Act (FWMA) gained royal assent in April 2010 and 
provides legislation for the management of risks associated with flooding and coastal 
erosion. The Government accepted all 92 recommendations from the Pitt Review and 
implemented those that required legislation through the FWMA, including the provision of 
clearer oversight of flood risk management at national and local levels and the changing of 
building regulations to improve the flood resilience of properties. 

The Flood Risk Regulations 2009 came into force in December 2009; they transposed 
the Floods Directive into English law and are complementary to the Flood and Water 
Management Act. The regulations require the Environment Agency to assess, map and 
manage flood risk from main rivers, the sea and reservoirs and Lead Local Flood 
Authorities to do so for all other flood risks.  

The Act ensures that for the first time one body is accountable for the delivery of 
coordinated local flood risk management so as to minimise the risk of a repeat of the 
floods in Summer 2007. The Act defines ‘local flood risk’ as flood risk from: 

 Surface runoff – rainwater which has not entered a watercourse, drainage system 
or public sewer; 

 Groundwater – all water below in direct contact with the ground; 
 Ordinary watercourses – any watercourse that is not classified as Main River 

(defined in the Water Resources Act 1991). 

This local management role is given to County and unitary Local Authorities (LAs) which 
lead and are accountable for ensuring effective management of these local flood risks. The 
LAs in turn rely on information from other public and private bodies, such as water 
companies and emergency services, which have a duty to co-operate and share 
information. The LAs have powers to complete works to control/mitigate surface run-off 
and groundwater flood risk and also to maintain or restore natural processes and manage 
water levels in relation to these sources of flood risk. These are identified and managed as 
part of locally agreed work programmes. 

The Act also created new Regional Flood and Coastal Committees (RFCCs) which 
provide democratic input into local decisions and helps coordinate flood and coastal 
erosion risk management.  The RFCC is a committee established by the Environment 
Agency that brings together members appointed by LLFAs and independent members with 
relevant experience for three purposes: 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2009/3042/contents/madehttp:/www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2009/3042/contents/made
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/publications/33887.aspx
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 To ensure there are coherent plans for identifying, communicating and 
managing flood and coastal erosion risks across catchments and shorelines;  

 To promote efficient, targeted and risk-based investment in flood and coastal 
erosion risk management that optimises value for money and benefits for 
local communities; 

 To provide a link between the Environment Agency, LLFAs, other risk 
management authorities, and other relevant bodies to engender mutual 
understanding of flood and coastal erosion risks in its area. 

3.2. National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management 
Strategy for England (NFCERMS) (2011) 

The Flood and Water Management Act 2010 establishes that flood risk will be managed 
within the framework of National Strategies for England and Wales and Local Strategies 
for each Lead Local Flood Authority area. 

The national strategy for England has been developed by the Environment Agency with 
the support and guidance of Defra. This fulfils a requirement in the Flood and Water 
Management Act 2010, which gave the Environment Agency a ‘strategic overview’ of flood 
and coastal erosion risk management and in turn takes forward a recommendation from 
Sir Michael Pitt’s inquiry into the 2007 floods. It sets out principles for how flood risk should 
be managed and provides strategic information about different types of flood risk and 
which organisations are responsible for their management. 

The NFCERMS has been published to ensure that government, the Environment Agency, 
local authorities, water companies, internal drainage boards and other organisations that 
have a role in flood and coastal erosion risk management understand each others’ roles 
and co-ordinate how they manage these risks. 

3.2.1. Objectives 

The national strategy aims to ensure that flood risk is managed in a co-ordinated way 
within catchments and that this balances the needs of communities, the economy and the 
environment. The strategy encourages more effective risk management through enabling 
people, communities, business, infrastructure operators and the public sector to work to 
together towards the following objectives: 

 Understanding the risk of flooding and coastal erosion, and working together to 
develop long term plans to manage these risks and ensuring other plans take 
account of them; 

 Avoiding inappropriate development in areas of flood and coastal erosion risk, 
and ensuring development does not increase these risks; 

 Building, maintaining and improving flood and coastal erosion risk management 
infrastructure and systems to reduce the likelihood of harm to people and 
damage to the economy, environment and society; 

 Increasing public awareness of the risk that remains and engaging with people at 
risk to make their property more resilient; 

 Improving the detection, forecasting and issuing of flood warnings, planning for 
and co-ordinating a rapid response to flood emergencies, and promoting faster 
recovery from flooding. 
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3.2.2. Guiding Principles 

The Act requires risk management authorities (local authorities, internal drainage boards, 
sewerage companies and highways authorities) to act consistently with the national 
strategy in carrying out their flood and coastal erosion risk management functions.  This 
means acting in accordance with the overall aims and objectives and particular with the six 
‘guiding principles’: 
 
i)  Community focus and working in partnership  

This requires close collaborative working between all partners with an interest in 
local flood risk and should help to ensure communities understand local flood 
risk, provide evidence for decision making, and set out the agreed means to 
manage the risk of local flooding whilst contributing to wider local objectives.  The 
Local Strategy should give an improved and transparent understanding of local 
flood risk and should outline an agreed range of measures for its management. 

ii) Taking a catchment and coastal cell based approach 
This approach is crucial to managing flood risks at their sources and enabling wider 
benefits to be achieved through integrated water management. Catchment Flood 
Management Plans follow this approach consideration should be given to how 
these strategic plans will inform the Local Strategy.  In doing this, a Local Strategy 
should build on the existing approaches to local flood risk management and should 
promote coordination and collaboration between partners within catchments. 

iii) Sustainability 
When planning risk management account should be taken for all current and 
future costs and impacts to ensure that effective local flood risk management is 
delivered both now and into the future. They should also work with natural 
processes wherever possible. 

iv) Multiple benefits 
As well as reducing risks to people and property, flood and coastal erosion risk 
management can deliver significant economic, environmental and social benefits 
to the community.  These aspects should be included within the objectives of the 
Local Strategy to help deliver broader benefits. 

The Local Strategy is an opportunity to also deliver a greater range of benefits 
linked to environmental and social objectives both within the community and at 
regional and national levels. 

v) Proportionate risk based approach 
Not all flooding can be prevented and so by taking a proportionate and risk-based 
approach, resources are targeted where they will have greatest benefit.   

There will be many ways of producing a successful Local Strategy and its structure 
and content should be developed in a manner relevant to and proportionate to the 
risk in Stockport area. The content of the Local Strategy should be influenced by the 
specific characteristics of Stockport: 

 The nature and scale of local flood risk; 
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 The number and variety of partners to the Local Strategy as well as their 
commitment to achieving its aims; 

 Opportunities to embed flood risk solutions into Local Authority and other 
partners’ priorities, initiatives and planned works; 

 The availability of funding from a wide range of sources; 

 The capacity of the partnership to implement and maintain agreed activities 
for local flood risk management. 

vi) Beneficiaries should be encouraged to invest in risk management  
The private as well as public benefits of flood risk management suggest that their 
costs should not fall to the general taxpayer alone. 

3.2.3. Content of Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 

A Local Flood Risk Management Strategy will need to include objectives and measures 
that will enable the requirements of the Flood Risk Regulations (FRR) and European 
Floods Directive to be met.  

The Strategy is informed by a number of previous documents and strategies, for example: 

 The Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment (PFRA);  

 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA);  

 Surface Water Management Plan (SWMP);  

 Catchment Flood Management Plan (CFMP).  

The Local Strategy is one of the key requirements given to LLFAs by the Flood and Water 
Management Act 2010.  It outlines how local flood risk will be managed, both now and into 
the future and will therefore be crucial for gaining community wide support for the LLFA’s 
activities.  It will also provide clarity and transparency to risk management partners and the 
general public by explaining how the LLFA will manage local flood risk.  A Local Strategy is 
a crucial tool in achieving this aim.  

This strategy will form the framework within which communities have a greater role in local 
risk management decisions.  It will encourage more effective risk management by enabling 
people, communities, business, infrastructure operators and the public sector to work 
together to: 

 ensure a clear understanding of the risks of flooding and coastal erosion, 
nationally and locally, so that investment in risk management can be prioritised 
more effectively; 

 set out clear and consistent plans for risk management so that communities and 
businesses can make informed decisions about the management of the 
remaining risk; 

 manage flood and coastal erosion risks in an appropriate way, taking account of 
the needs of communities and the environment; 

 Ensure that emergency plans and responses to flood incidents are effective and 
that communities are able to respond effectively to flood forecasts, warnings and 
advice; help communities to recover more quickly and effectively after incidents. 
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3.3. Other relevant legislation and policies 
Further information on other relevant legislation and policy documents is provided in the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Environment Report. This does not cover every 
piece of legislation that is related to the management of local flood risk but is intended give 
an appreciation of those which are most relevant. The legislation and policy documents 
covered are listed below. 

Legislation 
 Flood Risk Regulations 2009 

 The Land Drainage Act 1991 

 Water Resources Act 1991 

 The Localism Act 2011 

 Highways Act 1980 

 Civil Contingencies Act 2004 

 Reservoirs Act 1975 

 Habitats Directive (The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations) 2010 

 Water Framework Directive 2000 

 Environmental Permitting Regulations 2016 

Policy 
 River Basin Management Plans 

 Catchment Flood Management Plans 

 Planning Policy: 
o National Planning Policy Framework 
o Borough Local Plans 
o Strategic Flood Risk Assessments 
o Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment 
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4. Roles and Responsibilities  
The Strategy will detail the arrangements that have been put in place to undertake the 
flood risk responsibilities assigned under the Act. Stockport will work with the RMAs and 
other interested parties to develop appropriate partnership arrangements to underpin the 
delivery of the measures outlined in the Strategy. 

4.1. Key Stakeholders  
Flood risk management is the responsibility of everyone, not solely the organisations 
identified by the Act. No single body has the means to reduce all flood risk. Effective 
management will involve various bodies each with a range of relevant duties and powers. 
The more that the relevant organisations are able to find opportunities to work together 
and with the community the better use will be made of their capacity and resources.  

4.1.1. Risk Management Authorities 

In addition to designating Lead Local Flood Authorities the Act identifies certain 
organisations as RMAs which have specified responsibilities, duties and powers related to 
local flood risk management. Some responsibilities are new, and others are existing duties 
and powers set out in previous legislation.  

Within Stockport there are five RMAs: 

 The Environment Agency. 

 United Utilities. 

 Highways England. 

 The Council as Lead Local Flood Authority. 

 The Council as Local Highway Authority. 

4.1.2. Other Major Stakeholders 

As well as the RMAs there are a number of other key stakeholders with interests in key 
infrastructure and service provision. Organisations that are seen to be key stakeholders in 
the Strategy are as follows: 
 

 Utilities and Infrastructure providers 
o Canal and River Trust – Canal network, e.g. Peak Forest, Macclesfield Canal 
o Network Rail - Various rail lines running through Stockport 
o Highways England – M60, M56 running through Stockport 
o National Grid / EDF - Electrical distribution network, sub stations, ground 

level transformers etc. 
o Transco - Gas pipelines and associated pumping stations 

 Other Councils 
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o Neighbouring LLFAs with catchment flows entering the Stockport Boundary – 
Cheshire East Council, Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council, High Peak 
Borough Council, and Manchester City Council 

 Parish Councils 

 Businesses and Local Communities 

 Greater Manchester Civil Contingencies and Resilience Unit 

4.2. Roles of Flood Risk Management Authorities 

4.2.1. Lead Local Flood Authority  

The LLFA has an important role to play as the strategic leader for local flood risk 
management in Stockport. This involves developing this Local Flood Risk Management 
Strategy document, ensuring that all organisations involved in flood risk management are 
aware of their responsibilities, monitoring progress and activity by all parties involved in 
flood risk management and co-ordinating communication with the public and between 
organisations.  

The LLFA has a range of duties which includes:  

 Preparing reports and plans to meet the requirements of the Flood Risk 
Regulations 2009. 

 Carrying out investigations of flooding where appropriate and publishing reports. 

 Keeping a public register and associated record of structures and features which 
have a significant effect on local flood risk. 

 Designation of structures and features where appropriate. 

 Regulation of ordinary watercourses. 

 Statutory Consultee role on major planning applications including sustainable 
drainage systems (SuDS). 

In addition, the LLFA has incidental powers which allow it to carry out practical works to 
manage flood risk from surface water and groundwater. These are: 

 Land Drainage Act 1991 

 Public Health Act 1936  

The LLFA also has a number of other roles that relate to flood risk management through 
other statutory duties. These are: 

 Highways Authority – management of the majority of roads in the borough and 
their associated drainage.  

 Planning Authority - the borough council prepare a local plan to guide 
development. Flood risk is taken into account based on a Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment which must consider flood risk from all sources of flooding.  

 Emergency Planning – the authority is a category one responder under the civil 
contingencies act and the role is set out in the Multi Agency Flood Plan.  

 Historical and Natural Environment - maintenance of databases which are shared 
with other authorities. The information is relevant to planning of practical works 
and assessing of potential for environmental impacts. The Borough owns and 
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manages public spaces which, may already, and could potentially perform a flood 
risk management function.   

Taking the Lead 
The Council as LLFA will set up and maintain regular meetings with other RMAs and wider 
community groups to disseminate information. It will allow and encourage open 
communication channels, forum and media.  
It will work with the other bodies to establish the priorities and to establish our future and 
on-going programmes of works. It will share the results of these works and any issues that 
arise from them in a spirit of collaboration. The Council’s main aim and driver is to 
understand flood risk and wherever possible work with others to mitigate that risk or 
remove it within the constraints that are set. 

Investigation and reporting of flood events  
Flood events reported to the council are recorded and where necessary appropriately 
investigated in line with the criteria set out in the procedure “Recording and Investigation of 
Flood Events” that is jointly produced and agreed by AGMA and endorsed by the Regional 
Flood and Coastal Committee (RFCC). The LLFA investigates flooding and informs 
appropriate RMA if required. If the LLFA is the relevant RMA to assess the source of 
flooding, or there is no obvious RMA, the LLFA will consider carrying out an appropriate 
investigation into the causes and reasons for the flooding. 

The results of any significant flooding investigations including condition assessments are 
added to the Council’s GIS based Drainage Asset Management System (DAMS). A flood 
risk database is also being developed which will integrate DAMS into a Quantum GIS 
(QGIS) unified platform for geographical datasets including the highway asset register and 
critical geographical data (such as the locations of watercourses and residential and 
business properties) across the Council that would link with a public-facing web-mapping 
portal.  QGIS enables importing and exporting of geographical data in the most common 
formats. This means that inventory data can be readily shared with other RMAs. 

Register of Structures and Features  
Any structure or feature that has a significant effect on local flood risk will be placed on the 
public register. The determination of structures and features to be placed on the register 
will be made by the LLFA in consultation with the relevant RMA and the structure or 
feature’s owner.  

The register has been initially populated with known structures which may have a potential 
positive or negative effect on local flood risk. Details such as size, location and condition 
are recorded onto the database and a risk assessment score determined in relation to the 
consequence of failure of the structure. This is then used to identify a survey programme 
and subsequent maintenance/repair activities needed to ensure the feature or structure 
continues to carry out its function.  

Consenting and Enforcement activities relating to Ordinary Watercourses  
The LLFA is operating a risk based approach to the consenting and enforcement activities 
relating to ordinary watercourses. Where required, activity is coordinated with:  

 The Environment Agency as they have a statutory function relating to pollution 
and water resources. 

 Natural England as they have statutory functions relating to species habitats and 
protected sites.  
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 other relevant bodies where there are consequences for regulated functions such 
as highways and historic environment. 

We will continue to challenge misconceptions and discourage further culverting and review 
opportunities to open up watercourses. Whenever possible, we will support and prefer 
environmental enhancements that will encourage biodiversity.  

Sustainable Drainage (SuDS)  
As a statutory consultee on new developments, Stockport as LLFA is required to 
determine the arrangements for surface water drainage schemes linked to new 
development or re-development. Stockport will work with the planning authority to ensure 
that any relevant SuDS will, in addition to meeting the requirements under the National 
Standards, as far as it practically possible, make a contribution to local amenity and 
environment appropriate to the locality in Stockport and that adequate maintenance of 
SuDS is secured during the lifetime of the development. 

Designation of Structures and Features  
Stockport will work with the RMAs to develop and keep under review criteria and a 
protocol for the designation of third party structures and features which are deemed to 
have a significant effect on or benefit for local flood risk.  

An initial assessment has been carried out in Stockport and no structure or features have 
been identified as needing designation. It is envisaged that during investigations of 
flooding problems and assessment of flood risk hotspot areas that such features may be 
discovered. 

4.2.2. Environment Agency  

The Environment Agency has a role in flood risk management both as a national strategic 
body and also more locally operating as a RMA at a catchment and area level. Aspects of 
the strategic role that are relevant to the LFRMS are: 

 Using strategic plans like the Catchment Flood Management Plan to set the 
direction for Flood Risk Management; 

 Collation and review of the assessments, plans and maps LLFAs produce to 
meet the Flood Risk Regulations; 

 Providing the data, information and tools to inform government policy and aid 
Risk Management Authorities in delivering their responsibilities; 

 Supporting collaboration, knowledge-building and sharing of good practice 
including provision of capacity-building schemes such as trainee schemes and 
officer training; 

 Managing the RFCCs and supporting their decisions in allocating funding for 
flood defence and flood resilience schemes; 

 Monitoring activity and reporting on flood and coastal erosion risk management; 
and 

 Providing grants to risk management authorities to support the implementation of 
their incidental flooding or environmental powers. 

 
The Environment Agency’s local role as a risk management authority is relevant in the 
following areas: 
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 Managing flooding from main rivers and reservoirs. 

 Communication about flood risk flood warnings to the public, the media and to 
partner organisations. 

 Supporting communities to be flood resilient through sharing best practice and 
provision of information.  

 Advising on the planning process. 

 Emergency planning, multi-agency flood plans, which are developed by local 
resilience forums. 

 Bringing forward flood defence schemes through RFCC, working with LLFAs and 
local communities to shape schemes which respond to local priorities.  

4.2.3. Water Companies  

United Utilities is the water supply and sewage company providing both water supply and 
wastewater services within Stockport.  

Water supply companies  
Water supply companies are not RMAs and do not have the same obligations to co-
operate and be subject to scrutiny by LLFA committees. However, like all bodies, they will 
be required to provide information related to flood risk to Stockport and the Environment 
Agency. They will also be affected by the change to the Reservoirs Act 1975.  

Water and sewage companies  
Water and sewage companies have the following responsibilities around flood risk 
management:  

 Respond to flooding incidents involving their assets.  

 Maintenance of a register of properties at risk of flooding due to a hydraulic 
overload in the sewerage network (DG5 register).  

 Undertake capacity improvements to alleviate sewer flooding problems on the DG5 
register.  

 Provide, maintain and operate systems of public sewers and works for the purpose 
of effectually draining an area.  

 Have a duty to co-operate with other relevant authorities in the exercise of their 
flood and coastal erosion risk management functions.  

 Must have a regard to national and local flood and coastal erosion risk management 
strategies.  

 May be subject to scrutiny from lead local flood authorities’ democratic processes.  

 Have a duty for the adoption of private sewers.  

4.2.4. Highways England 

Highways England is an Executive non-departmental public body sponsored by the 
Department for Transport (DfT), and is responsible for operating, maintaining and 
improving England’s motorways and major A roads. It acts as the Highways Authority for a 
number of major highways in Stockport namely of the following motorways in Stockport.  
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 Motorway M56 between junction 1 and 4. 

 Motorway M60 between junction 5 and 25 travelling anticlockwise. 

As a Highway Authority, Highways England has the same obligation to co-operate on flood 
risk issues as the other risk management authorities. It also has the following 
responsibilities under other legislation: 

 Responsibility to maintain the Highways which includes ensuring that highway 
drainage systems are clear and those blockages on the highway are cleared, 
where reasonably practicable.  

 Powers to deliver works considered necessary to protect the highway from 
flooding.  

 Highway Authorities may divert parts of a watercourse or carry out any other 
works on any form of watercourse if it is necessary for the construction, 
improvement or alteration of the highway or provides a new means of access to 
any premises from a highway.  

 Adoption of SuDS on its property as the LLFA has no obligation to adopt any part 
of a drainage system which is a publicly-maintained road. If it is on a Highways 
Agency road, the Highways Agency is expected to adopt and maintain the part of 
the drainage system on its property in accordance with the approved proposals 
and the National Standards for sustainable drainage.  

The LLFA is also working closely with Local Highway Authority in Stockport Council on all 
aspects related to flood risk management and drainage of local roads.  

4.3. Roles of Other Stakeholders 

4.3.1. Utility and Infrastructure Providers  

Utility and infrastructure providers such as Network Rail, Canal and River Trust, energy 
companies and telecommunication companies are not risk management authorities. 
However they have a crucial role to play in flood risk management as their assets can be 
important consideration in planning for flooding. Moreover they may have assets such as 
culverts for which it is important to share information of these with flood risk management 
authorities.  

They already maintain plans for the future development and maintenance of the services 
they provide and it is important that they factor in flood risk management issues into this 
planning process. This will ensure that their assets and systems are resilient to flood risks 
and that the required level of service can be maintained in the event of an incident.  

4.3.2. Other Councils 

AGMA Councils  
Stockport is working closely with AGMA on all aspects related to flood risk management 
including policies.  

Parish Councils and Communities  
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Communities have vital knowledge about the history of flooding in their areas and can 
make important contributions to helping manage the levels of flood risk and also by helping 
residents to be aware of and manage the risk to their household.  

Parish Councils and community groups in areas which suffer from local flooding should 
record and report flooding incidents when they occur and convey to the LLFA. 

Most flood defence and flood resilience projects, particularly in small communities, will 
require some local funding to supplement that provided by national government if the 
project is to go ahead.  

4.3.3. Businesses and Local Households  

Property Owners and Residents 
It is the responsibility of householders and businesses to look after their property, including 
protecting it from flooding. While in some circumstances other organisations or property 
owners may neglect their own responsibilities, there will be many occasions when flooding 
occurs despite all parties meeting their responsibilities. Consequently it is important that 
householders, whose homes are at risk of flooding, take steps to ensure that their house is 
protected.  

Riparian Owners 
Householders or businesses whose property is adjacent to a river or stream or ditch are 
likely to be riparian owners with responsibilities. If your property backs out onto a river or 
stream then you are likely to be a riparian owner and own the land up to the centre of the 
watercourse. Your land registry details should confirm this but you may need to discuss it 
with the local authority to ensure it matches their details. Riparian owners have a right to 
protect their property from flooding and erosion but in most cases will need to discuss the 
method of doing this with the Environment Agency or LLFA as appropriate. They also have 
responsibility for maintaining the bed and banks of the watercourse and ensuring there is 
no obstruction, diversion or pollution to the flow of the watercourse. Full details can be 
found in the EA document ‘Living on the edge’. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/riverside-ownership-rights-and-responsibilities 

4.3.4. Greater Manchester Civil Contingencies and Resilience Unit 

The Greater Manchester Civil Contingencies and Resilience Unit (CCRU) works with all 
Greater Manchester local authorities, emergency services and key partners such as the 
Environment Agency and United Utilities to ensure that organisations, people and places 
are well prepared for an event such as flooding and that appropriate response and 
recovery plans are in place. The CCRU maintain the Greater Manchester Community Risk 
Register which lists a range of flood events amongst the key risks to Greater Manchester 
which in Stockport district include flooding from the River Mersey, surface water and a 
number of reservoirs. Stockport Council has robust response arrangements in place to 
respond to emergency incidents such as flooding, working closely with its emergency 
response partners.  

The LLFA will work closely with the CCRU, Environment Agency and emergency services 
to ensure that organisations, businesses and communities are well prepared for flooding 
with appropriate response and recovery plans in place. The LLFA will ensure that flood risk 
assessment data and reports of flood event investigations are shared effectively and will 
help to target communities and properties at significant risk of flooding. The LLFA will also 
work with CCRU to increase awareness and preparedness through work with the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/riverside-ownership-rights-and-responsibilities
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Environment Agency and the National Flood Forum including the Rochdale Borough Flood 
Resilience Community Pathfinder.  

Emergency response to flooding incidents is coordinated through the Greater Manchester 
Resilience Forum which publishes a Multi-Agency Flood Plan. The plan identifies potential 
impacts of flooding and sets out how emergency response will be organised to deal with 
major incidents. The desk-top testing of Stockport’s Multi-Agency Flood Plan took place in 
June 2015.  This was a multi-agency event with representatives from key agencies 
attending the training session in Stockport Town Hall. Greater Manchester borough Multi-
Agency Flood Plans were invoked following widespread flooding across the region at the 
end of 2016. 

In addition to the Stockport Multi-Agency Flood Plan and the Greater Manchester Multi-
Agency Flood Plan, there are other documents relating to flood risk, for example, the 
Greater Manchester Multi-Agency Offsite Reservoir Emergency Plan. 
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5. Strategy for Managing Flood Risk  
5.1. Strategy Objectives and Measures 

5.1.1. Strategy Objectives 

To support the strategic vision for the management of local flood risk in Stockport, 
objectives have been developed to provide a strategic context and steer the flood risk 
management activities undertaken by all RMAs. These objectives have been developed to 
be consistent with the objectives and guiding principles of the national FCERM strategy 
(see table below). All RMAs should have regard to these objectives when undertaking their 
flood risk management activities. 
 
Stockport Local Strategy Objective National Strategy 

Objectives 
National Guiding 

Principles 
1) To better understand local flood risk and make best use of 
available information in order to better manage flood risk to 
people, businesses, property, infrastructure and the natural 
environment. 

1 4 

2) To reduce the potential impact and costs of flooding in the 
Borough. 1, 3, 5 4, 6 

3) To ensure resilience of local water bodies and drainage 
assets. 3 3, 6 

4) To ensure appropriate development in areas of flood risk. 2 3 

5) To develop a collaborative partnership approach to flood 
risk management, and cooperate with other Risk 
Management Authorities (RMAs) and key stakeholders 
working across catchments. 

1, 4 6 

6) To assist communities in understanding information on 
flood risk and supporting themselves.  4, 5 1, 6 

7) To encourage, support and provide flood risk management 
which seeks to enhance and protect the environment. 3 2, 3, 5 

 
National Strategy Objectives: 
1.Understanding the risks of flooding and managing risks; 2.Avoiding inappropriate development in areas of flood risk; 3.Building, 
maintaining and improving flood management infrastructure; 4.Increasing public awareness of the risk that remains and engaging 
with people at risk; 5.Improving the detection, forecasting and issue of warnings of flooding, rapid response, faster recovery. 
National Guiding Principles: 
1. Community focus and partnership working; 2.Catchment approach; 3.Sustainability; 4.Proportionate risk based approach; 
5.Multiple benefits; 6.Beneficiaries should be allowed and encouraged to invest in local risk management. 

5.1.2. Strategy Measures 

To enable the objectives of this Strategy to be met a range of measures have been 
identified to be undertaken by Stockport as LLFA working with other RMAs and key 
stakeholders. Measures to manage flood risk comprise more than building flood alleviation 
schemes, and the maintenance and management of watercourses and drainage assets. 
They also include educating communities to be prepared for flooding, effective partnership 
working between the various agencies that hold flood risk management responsibilities, 
and effective use of the planning system, among others.  
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The following sections set out the measures for each of the local flood risk management 
objectives. 

5.1.3. Objective 1 - To better understand local flood risk and make best use 
of available information in order to better manage flood risk to 
people, businesses, property, infrastructure and the natural 
environment 

A clear understanding of local flood risk in Stockport is crucial to ensuring that it can be 
effectively managed. This involves understanding where flooding may occur, how 
frequently it may happen and what impact it may have.  

In order to better understand flood risk within Stockport, further assessments of the areas 
at risk and the sources and extent of that flood risk will need to be completed. Recognising 
that some areas will have a greater level of flood risk than others, it will be necessary to 
prioritise the areas to be assessed.  

Whilst parts of Stockport are at risk of flooding from a variety of sources, those associated 
with main rivers are well documented through the Environment Agency’s own flood zone 
maps and the management of that risk is set out in the Catchment Flood Management 
Plans. Therefore any further assessment and collection of data undertaken by Stockport 
will focus on local sources of flood risk, with the opportunity for the sources of information 
to be combined as part of future partnership projects. Further assessment will initially take 
place through the Surface Water Management Plan process.  

Through this objective, information on sources of flood risk in Stockport will improve and 
better records will be available for historic flooding, to provide a clearer understanding of 
the overall flood risk in the borough.  
 
With local flood risk expected to increase due to climate change, greater understanding 
will enable Stockport to plan for the future, mitigating against potential problems and 
advising strategic development plans. 

Measure 1a) - To further develop the Surface Water Management Plan for Stockport to 
gain a better understanding of key flooding hotspots, risks and associated 
consequences. 
Measure 1b) - To work with RMAs and other key stakeholders to investigate locally 
significant flooding incidents and identify sources, pathways and receptors of flooding. 
Measure 1c) - To further develop and continue to maintain a register of flood risk 
management and drainage assets with a record of any significant structures with respect 
to flood risk, together with details of ownership, condition, maintenance regime and 
where appropriate the designation of such structures or features, which may affect flood 
risk. 
Measure 1d) - To map historical flooding incidences from all sources to identify 
recurrent flooding issues and hotspots which will assist in the prioritisation of flood 
mitigation. 
Measure 1e) - To provide a web based system of flood risk information accessible by 
risk management authorities and other key stakeholders. 
Measure 1f) - To review the Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment as required by the EU 
Floods Directive and Flood Risk Regulations 2009 and contribute to the other 
requirements.  
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Measure 1g) - To use the better understanding of local flood risk to create a priority list 
of flood mitigation interventions 

 

5.1.4. Objective 2 - To reduce the potential impact and costs of flooding in 
the Borough 

Local flood risk will be managed via a risk-and evidence-based programme, incorporating 
proportionate and practical measures. Measures used should be multi-beneficial as far as 
possible, integrating flood risk management solutions alongside sustainable development 
and social and environmental benefits.  

Flood risk management funding will be directed to areas most at need or where solutions 
will be most effective and flood risk management will guide other funding decisions and be 
appropriately prioritised alongside other needs.  

Information on local flood risk will be used to allow informed decisions to be made on the 
level of funding allocated to flood risk management resources within Stockport. Potential 
funding for flood risk management projects will be prioritised according to cost-benefit and 
a range of weighting factors to take into account the evidence of flooding and sustainability 
of the proposed solution. This will ensure that resources are dedicated in areas where it 
will be most effective. 

Whilst every effort will be made to reduce local flood risk across the borough, limited 
resources will require some prioritisation.  Protecting commercial properties, built and 
cultural heritage, and the natural environment are also important, but with limited 
resources not everything can be a priority; in this context, individual properties are unlikely 
to be priorities. Contributory funding from beneficiaries can help make schemes 
deliverable; however, it is important that public funding remains focused on areas of 
greatest risk. 

Information on local flood risk will be made available to assist in preparing for flood events, 
roles and responsibilities in a flood event will be clear and well-rehearsed and the cause of 
flood events will be effectively investigated.  

The improved information on flood risk will be used to ensure that emergency responders 
better understand the nature of local flood risk and can use the information to improve 
preparedness for flood events and thus reduce the impact of flooding to communities.  

Measure 2a) - To progress the actions of the SWMP and, where suitable, sustainable 
flood risk management schemes are identified and funding sought. 
Measure 2b) - To work with RMAs and key stakeholders to encourage sustainable flood 
management activities (including drainage and maintenance) by riparian landowners on 
ordinary watercourses and flood defence structures, as well as limiting the development 
of constrictions on ordinary watercourses through consenting and, if necessary, 
enforcement. 
Measure 2c) - To develop a risk based criteria to prioritise projects across Stockport to 
inform future grant applications to ensure flood risk management funding is directed to 
areas most at need and where solutions are more effective and prioritised alongside 
other needs. 
Measure 2d) - To improve the detection, forecasting and issue of flood warnings; 
planning for and co-ordinating a rapid response to flood emergencies, and promoting 
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faster recovery from flooding. 
Measure 2e) - To identify opportunities for natural flood management and the restoration 
of ordinary watercourses, including de-culverting. 

5.1.5. Objective 3 - To ensure resilience of local water bodies and drainage 
assets 

A risk based and proportionate approach to local flood risk management requires an up-to-
date and appropriately detailed understanding of the current condition of local water 
bodies and drainage assets and their maintenance.  

Local water bodies and drainage infrastructure will only operate effectively if it is 
adequately maintained, and regular ongoing inspections linked to maintenance 
programmes are an essential part of managing local flood risk. 

RMAs are responsible for their individual assets, e g. United Utilities are responsible for 
the sewer network, the Highway Authorities are responsible for highway drains and 
Navigation Authorities are responsible for the maintenance of their canal networks, whilst 
Riparian Landowners are generally responsible for the maintenance of watercourses (main 
river and ordinary watercourses) passing by or adjoining their land. 

The implications of a growing population on the resilience of water bodies and drainage 
assets will be important to consider along with the recognition that severe storm events are 
likely to increase in the future with climate change. 

Stockport will work in partnership with key stakeholders to develop effective inspection 
procedures linked to maintenance works for water bodies and drainage assets to ensure 
future resilience. 

Measure 3a) - To promote environmentally sustainable solutions including for example 
de-culverting, natural flood risk management, blue/green infrastructure, increased tree 
cover and catchment sensitive farming. 
Measure 3b) - To develop a maintenance plan for the regular clearing of trash screens 
at critical flood risk locations including their inspection and clearing as part of a post-
event Recovery Plan. 
Measure 3c) - To develop a maintenance plan for the regular de-silting and de-
vegetation of ordinary watercourses at critical flood risk locations, including their 
inspection and clearing as part of a post-event Recovery Plan. 
Measure 3d) - To develop a maintenance plan for the regular clearing of highway gullies 
based on a prioritised risk based approach. 
Measure 3e) - To develop a plan for improving existing local flood risk infrastructure so it 
is resilient to climate change. 
Measure 3f) - To undertake review of flood risk and drainage assets and their 
maintenance plans following a flood event to ensure resilience. 
Measure 3g) - To identify and manage a resilient network of highways during a flood 
event. 
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5.1.6. Objective 4 - To ensure appropriate development in areas of flood 
risk 

The planning process has a significant role to play in ensuring that new developments do 
not increase flood risk and that they are not at risk from flooding. In order to ensure new 
development is safe and does not have detrimental impacts on local flood risk, particularly 
in areas of known flood risk, it should ideally be considered at the pre-application stage 
and the relevant flood risk management authorities should be involved in these 
discussions.  

RMAs will be required to ensure that the principle of ‘no new flood risk’ is taken into 
account as part of new developments and infrastructure, managing the effects of climate 
change and further reducing flood risk where possible.  

The NPPF is the key piece of legislation that sets out the requirements for managing flood 
risk in new development. This sets out the requirement that the planning process should 
be informed by the SFRA for Stockport at all stages.  

As LLFA, Stockport is statutory consultee on surface water drainage for major planning 
applications, whilst the local planning authority maintains responsibility for assessing 
surface water drainage for all other types of development. 

Measure 4a) - To work with RMAs and key stakeholders to produce local policies and 
guidance; and enforce standards to promote a positive impact on flood risk from new 
development, and to prevent any increase in flood risk, including the possible impacts of 
climate change. 
Measure 4b) - To maximise opportunities for contribution towards existing and proposed 
flood risk management from new development to address local flood risk.  
Measure 4c) - To work with relevant RMAs and key stakeholders to promote SuDS 
measures for new developments through the LLFA role as a statutory consultee on 
major planning applications. 
Measures 4d) - To identify exemplar projects to introduce innovative SuDS approaches 
through the use of green infrastructure. 

5.1.7. Objective 5 - To develop a collaborative partnership approach to 
flood risk management, and cooperate with other Risk Management 
Authorities and key stakeholders working across catchments 

Stockport has a partnership approach to flood risk management, and co-operates with 
other partnerships on working across catchments, recognising that engagement and 
collaborative working sit at the heart of a viable catchment based approach.  

A valuable partnership will be formed for Stockport both with RMAs and affected local 
communities to target resources and provide co-ordination of expertise and funding. The 
partnership will recognise that management of flood risk may need to be brought together 
across the catchment and authority boundaries, whilst continuing to recognise local 
priorities. A partnership approach will provide opportunities to build links with wider plans, 
avoid transfer of flood risk elsewhere, and provide multi-benefit schemes. We will work 
with partners taking actions to reduce flooding at the source. e.g. Moors for the Future and 
other community groups. 
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There will be a partnership approach to flood response ensuring that roles are clear. 
Stockport as LLFA will undertake investigations into flood events where it is necessary to 
understand the cause of flooding.  

Measure 5a) - To clarify local roles and responsibilities of Risk Management Authorities 
in Stockport and adjoining authorities and establish lines of communication to share 
information and resources and work collaboratively in a coordinated manner for flood 
risk management. 
Measure 5b) - To work with RMAs and key stakeholders to encourage flood schemes by 
third parties, riparian landowners and stakeholders. 
Measure 5c) - To lead on the implementation of local flood risk management schemes 
and to work with RMAs and key stakeholders to best utilise funding obtained through a 
prioritised risk-based approach.  
Measure 5d) - To work with neighbouring Lead Local Flood Authorities to ensure a 
catchment-based approach to local flood risk management.  
Measure 5e) - To work with key RMAs for managing flood risk from dam and canal 
infrastructure.  
Measure 5f) - To promote early engagement with partners so opportunities for 
enhancing the natural and built environment as well as managing flood risk can be 
maximised. 
Measure 5g) - To work with Association for Greater Manchester Authorities to share 
best practice, to identify funding opportunities and identify cross borough schemes for 
managing flood risk on a catchment scale. 
Measure 5h) – To work with health partners to identify funding opportunities and 
quantify health and wellbeing benefits as part of the prioritisation of flood risk 
management schemes. 

5.1.8. Objective 6 - To assist communities in understanding information on 
flood risk and supporting themselves  

While Stockport has a big role to play in the management of local flood risk, it is important 
that communities are prepared to deal with flood events if they happen and are best 
placed to recover as quickly as possible.  

An improved understanding of local flood risk from the measures outlined under Objective 
1 will allow Stockport to advise local communities, ensuring they are aware of the risks 
they face and enabling them to take appropriate action when necessary.  

We will optimise existing communication activities being delivered by partners and to 
explore opportunities for joint working, thereby securing efficiencies and savings. 

We will make sure that all audiences have a clear understanding of the key messages, 
how to access the right information, and how communities can take the necessary 
precautions before, during and after flood events. 

As improved information becomes available this will be effectively conveyed to local 
communities to ensure they have a full understanding of the flood risk in their area, 
allowing them to make informed decisions for managing their own flood risk. It is important 
to communicate to residents and businesses what can be done to prepare for flooding. 
Properties can be made more resilient to flooding, warning and alert systems can be 
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established, and with effective maintenance of drainage and flood defence infrastructure 
and assets, and additional works (which eventual beneficiaries could contribute towards) 
the existing risk can be managed effectively. 

As part of the new partnership funding mechanisms for flood defence, local contributions 
are likely to be required for flood alleviation schemes to go ahead. Where local flood 
alleviation schemes are identified, communities will be engaged via local stakeholders in 
the project process to influence the design, bring in contributions and maximise the 
schemes potential.  

Communities and individuals will be supported to take part in preparing for flood events, 
forming local action groups and planning for future flood risks.  

Communities will be encouraged to engage with the RMAs and others, such as by 
reporting flood incidents or blocked drains / watercourses, to help RMAs to respond to 
incidents before problems arise. 

 

Measure 6a) - To provide educational material to the public and promote personal 
resilience. 
Measure 6b) - To work with RMAs and key stakeholders to reduce the harmful 
consequences of local flooding to communities, including vulnerable groups, and human 
health through pro-active actions; community activities and education programmes that 
enhance preparedness and resilience to local flood risk, thereby promoting community 
cohesion and minimising community disruption. 
Measure 6c) - To support local groups and vulnerable people to manage local flood risk 
and increase the resilience of their communities to flooding. 
Measure 6d) - To continue to work with RMAs and key stakeholders to improve 
communications and advice given before and during flooding events. 
Measure 6e) - To work with RMAs and key stakeholders to establish a co-ordinated 
approach to the provision of temporary flood risk management measures.  

5.1.9. Objective 7 - To encourage, support and provide flood risk 
management which seeks to enhance and protect the environment 

Stockport contains a range of environmental assets which promote multiple social, 
economic and environmental benefits. Where opportunities are available to implement 
flood risk management solutions which work with natural processes and make 
environmental enhancements these will be explored to establish if they are economically 
viable and can form part of a sustainable approach to local flood risk management in 
Stockport. These will be prioritised to ensure that the most beneficial solutions are 
implemented first.  

Flood management solutions should pay high regard to important local natural and built 
environment assets, including biodiversity, soil, the historic environment and landscape 
and townscape character, and contribute to address key issues such as climate change 
and water pollution. 

The provision of SuDS as part of new developments or through retrofitting can have 
positive effects in enhancing and protecting the environment through the provision of 
green infrastructure. The provision of more conventional green infrastructure, such as 
planting of trees at appropriate locations in streets can help reduce flood risk. 
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Flood risk management schemes in ordinary watercourses must comply with the 
requirements of the Water Framework Directive, and with the recommendations of the 
River Basin Management Plans. 

Measure 7a) - To promote environmentally sustainable flood risk management solutions 
which work with the natural and built environment, using a catchment based approach 
where applicable, and providing multiple benefits where possible. 
Measure 7b) - To ensure that Emergency Planning for flooding includes consideration 
of, and avoids damage or deterioration to, the natural and built environment, including 
landscape and townscape character and the historic environment. 
Measure 7c) - To promote the conservation, management and creation of green 
infrastructure as part of sustainable flood risk management solutions, recognising the 
multiple benefits green infrastructure delivers, such as flood risk management, urban 
cooling, climate change resilience and enhancement of biodiversity. This should include 
promotion in the built environment of retrofitting SUDS, green roofs and building 
integrated vegetation to manage run-off water. 
Measure 7d) - To promote flood risk management solutions that protect and enhance 
the landscape and built environment character of the Borough, including the historic 
environment and heritage assets.  
Measure 7e) - To aim to ensure no net loss of biodiversity and where possible net gain 
through habitat creation and enhancement as a result of flood management solutions, 
contributing to the Borough’s natural environment and  biodiversity. 
Measure 7f) - To ensure that international, national and locally designated sites are not 
adversely affected by flood risk management activities. 
Measure 7g) - To protect soil resources and avoid permanent (irreversible) loss of the 
best quality and most versatile agricultural land as a result of flood risk management 
solutions. 
Measure 7h) - To seek to reduce energy consumption and minimise use of natural 
resources in the implementation of flood management schemes, through encouraging 
the re-use of materials, use of secondary materials and maximising recycling. 
Measure 7i) - To ensure that WFD assessments are undertaken where required for 
flood risk management schemes; with no deterioration in WFD waterbody status as a 
result of flood risk management activities and where possible enhancement of status 
through implementation of the recommendations of River Basin Management Plans.  

5.2. Actions to Achieve Objectives  
A list of flood risk management actions is included in the Action Plan attached to the 
Strategy in Appendix B. These actions will be updated over time as actions are completed 
and new ones are identified.  The Action Plan states what actions will be taken to achieve 
the objectives of the Strategy including actions taken by other organisations. Actions 
should always aim to achieve multiple benefits, as focusing on single issue flood-
orientated solutions can cause potential conflicts to be overlooked and opportunities to be 
missed. 

Actions included in the Strategy are as follows: 
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 Studies, assessments and plans - Developing a greater understanding of local 
flood risk in Stockport will be critical to deploying the most effective measures for 
managing the risk and making the best use of limited resources. 

 Information-sharing protocols - This function will be developed to understand 
what data is needed for, what information is available, what information is 
missing and how information will be shared. The data will help define ‘locally 
significant’ flood risk and set criteria for when the LLFA will investigate a flooding 
incident. 

 Development control - It is assumed in drafting the Strategy that, in line with the  
requirements of NPPF, unless there are mitigating factors new development will 
not generally increase flood risk either specifically in the area of a development 
or overall. An improving information base about local sources of flooding will help 
inform the determination of development proposals and support the SFRA 
produced by Stockport as Local Planning Authority. 

 Sustainable drainage systems – SuDS have been defined as “management 
practices and control structures designed to drain surface water in a sustainable 
way”. Stockport as LLFA will provide a statutory consultee role on planning 
applications including SuDS. The Policy and Guidance supporting the Strategy 
will detail the local arrangements for SuDS approval and set out criteria for 
adoption of existing SuDS.  

 Raising awareness - Individuals and communities should understand that there 
will always be a degree of flood risk and the role that they can play in the local 
management of that risk. Raising awareness will be a critical aspect of the 
Strategy. 

 Resilience - The Strategy will explore ways in which flood risk can be reduced 
through individuals and communities increasing their own resilience.  

 Investment and funding - The Strategy will look at the development of priorities 
for investment and at the same time explore opportunities for funding. 

The Strategy must detail how each action will be implemented. It is anticipated that the 
majority of the actions set out within the Strategy will be implemented through partnership 
working. However the legislation is clear that LLFA must take the lead responsibility. 

Actions will need to be affordable and realistic and follow the general principle set out in 
the National Flood Risk Management Strategy; that of being proportionate and risk based. 
Priorities for Stockport will be set in such a way that decisions can be made about local 
benefit within a strategic context. Accurate identification of the beneficiaries of measures 
will help with the development of appropriate funding strategies. 

5.3. Paying for the Actions 
Stockport Council has used its own budgets to carry out much of the initial assessment 
and investigation work related to flood risk and this was partly based on the statutory 
duties for the LLFA to establish asset records. It has used the information developed to 
assist in the powers the LLFA has to help reduce or mitigate flood risk. 

The specific projects require a detailed assessment of flood risk in order to establish its 
real priority not just within Stockport, but regionally to the North West and on a National 
basis. In order to gain funding the more conventional method is to apply to DEFRA for 
Grant in Aid through FCERM and that has to meet key criteria in order to be listed on the 
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programme. These predominantly relate to a calculation based on costs and derived 
benefits from the proposed scheme.  

The vast majority of projects are restricted and tied through this evaluation process and 
therefore often puts on onus on the LLFA to be clear on its priorities in the work it wants to 
carry out and that that has to be justified. A key driver or threshold is that benefits are 
derived by the calculator from the value of private properties and hence to number of 
properties at risk and their risk level is critical to the process. 

This does have limitations then for the LLFA to assist businesses and support public 
assets or infrastructure which would not feature as costed benefits. The LLFA should it 
wish to carry out works that affect these it would have to seek high levels of contributions 
from the stakeholders or use the Council’s public funding. These may however still be a 
priority for the relevant authorities. It should be acknowledged that through no fault of each 
LLFA or the EA extensive and hence expensive proposals to assist single properties or 
even small groups of properties would prove difficult to attract government funding based 
on the priority. 

Of other interest is that benefits can be enhanced if works are proposed to assist a 
designated Deprived Area and therefore the LLFA’s priorities would tend to focus on 
these. In Stockport the higher Surface Water flood risks tend not to be in the more 
deprived areas and actually tend to be in the more affluent areas of the borough. Again 
this restricts the LLFA in attracting GiA. 

It has been the case that the LLFA has been unable to find or promote additional funding 
and has been in a position that it enforces maintenance or repairs with the landowner or 
Riparian owner. There are circumstances that the LLFA may see it is reasonable to work 
with the responsible person(s) to assist the project if the relationship is reciprocal. 
Alternatively full liability may rest solely with the Riparian owner to resolve and fund the 
works. The Council will actively help and advise as much as possible, but ultimately the 
responsibility may well be with others. Should formal notice be required then the costs 
associated to process the notice and details to establish this will be sought from the 
Riparian owner. 

The Authority is working with other bodies to work together on shared projects and to try to 
combine contributions.  We will look to other funding streams such as those driven through 
the Water Framework Directive or growth and regeneration. Working in partnership with 
other RMAs is a requirement. 

Stockport Council at present is still committing funds to help develop projects and carry out 
the initial study work with the intention that enough data and information can be gathered 
to primarily understand the flood risk but secondly to seek to attract other funding should 
the LLFA be in a position to provide a scheme.  

Since 2010 Stockport Council has fully engaged with its new duties and has established a 
priority risk-based assessment to provide an annual funded programme of studies and 
works to help us to understand the infrastructure and flood risk and possibly look to reduce 
the risk or to mitigate this. 
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6. Reporting and Review  
6.1. European and National Reporting and Review  
Coordinating progress and managing flood risk will be reviewed under a number of 
reporting methods. The European Floods Directive through the Flood Risk Regulations 
2009, Flood and Water Management Act 2010 and the Department for Communities and 
Local Government’s Single Data List provide opportunities to demonstrate Stockport’s 
understanding and progress on Lead Local Flood Authority duties and powers.  

The Flood Risk Regulations 2009 implement the European Floods Directive in UK law. 
Responsibilities for LLFAs under the FRR are consistent with those under the FWMA. A 
six year cycle requires the LLFA to assess flood risk from local sources and undertake a 
management plan in areas where there is a significant flood risk, defined as affecting more 
than 30,000 people within a ‘cluster’ of mapped square kilometres.  

The first stage of the six year cycle is the publication of a Preliminary Flood Risk 
Assessment by the LLFA. The PFRA must include details of significant historical flooding, 
predicted future flood risk and the assessment of any significant Flood Risk Areas within 
the LLFA boundary. Where a Flood Risk Area is identified, the second and third stages 
producing flood hazard and risk maps and a management plan must also be completed. 
As Stockport does have Flood Risk Areas, a flood risk management plan will need to be 
produced. 

Information gathered through the processes set out in the Local Flood Risk Management 
Strategy will be used to provide historic and future flood risk data in the next cycle.  

Section 18 of the FWMA requires the Environment Agency to report to the Minister on 
flood and coastal erosion risk management progress. The National Flood Risk 
Management Strategy confirms that annual reporting will be undertaken, with more 
detailed reporting in line with the six year cycle outlined in the FRR.  

Contributions are needed from LLFAs to complete a national picture of progress 
implementing new legislation, strategic planning such as Catchment Flood Management 
Plans and Local Flood Risk Management Strategies and delivery of flood defence 
schemes. Progress indicators, such as production of a local strategy and development of a 
register of structures and features, will reflect the developing nature of flood and water 
management roles and therefore may change in future years so progress can continue to 
be appropriately reported.  

The Department for Communities and Local Government produces the single data list 
which acts as a catalogue of the data that local authorities must provide to central 
government each year to report progress. The list covers aspects of all local authority 
responsibilities not just those relating to flood risk, and replaces the former performance 
related national indicator sets. Flood risk data required includes progress on implementing 
aspects of the FRR and FWMA such as investigations undertaken and SuDS approval, 
numbers of FCERM staff within local authorities, number of developments in the floodplain 
against Environment Agency advice, and properties at risk of flooding and those where 
flooding has been reduced or managed. Data is reported annually in March.  
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6.2. Local Arrangements for Reporting and Review of the Local 
Flood Risk Management Strategy  

It is envisaged that the review and reporting of the local strategy will be through the 
Regional Flood and Coastal Committee along with the Council member with the relevant 
portfolio. 

It is important that the information contained within the Strategy is the best available and it 
is in line with national policy on the management of local flood risk.  

Triggers for review of the Strategy may include the following. 

 Significant flood events that alter our understanding of flood risk in Stockport. 

 Significant policy changes that affect the role of Flood Risk Management 
Authorities. 

 Publication of significant new flood risk information and mapping. 

The initial Strategy will be subject to an early review after 3 years. This will be necessary 
as it is expected that many of the objectives relating to development of service delivery will 
be achieved in this time frame and the overall context for the Strategy will evolve as recent 
and proposed legislative changes in areas related to flood risk management, become 
more established. 

6.3. Monitoring of the Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 
Objectives 

A monitoring framework to assess interventions against the aims and objectives of the 
Strategy will be developed to enable annual monitoring of the Strategy to be undertaken. 
The LLFA is responsible for monitoring the Strategy under Section 9 of the FWMA, but will 
need the cooperation of other RMAs and flood risk stakeholders to do this, supported by 
Section 13 of the FWMA. 

The monitoring framework may include the following key indicators, which will be 
developed with reference to the Strategic Environmental Assessment process and linked 
to the Strategy objectives, measures and actions, but could potentially include other 
indicators: 

 Reduce the likelihood, severity and consequences of flooding from Ordinary 
Watercourses, from Groundwater, and from Surface Water Runoff. 
o Number of deaths/injuries resulting from flooding annually; 
o Number of residential properties within flood risk areas;  
o Number of non-residential properties within flood risk areas; 
o Number of community and economic assets within flood risk areas;  
o Number of incidents of road or railway line closures due to flooding annually; 
o Numbers of residential properties covered by flood warning / alert areas; 
o Numbers of reactive call-outs to clear blocked drainage infrastructure; 
o Number of recorded local flood incidents; 
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o Number of repeated recorded local flood incidents - i.e. incidents where the 
spatial cause (blocked trash screen, silted culvert, sewer exceedance etc.) is 
the same; 

o Number of New and Redevelopment Schemes incorporating SuDS; 
o Number of planning permissions granted contrary to the Environment Agency 

or LLFA on flooding and water quality grounds;  
o Number of planning permissions where landscaping has contributed to 

sustainable urban drainage provision; 
o Number of Local Flood Risk Management intervention bids made; 
o Number of Local Flood Risk Management interventions implemented; 
o Value of funding levered into local flood risk management. 

 Protect and enhance biodiversity, blue/green infrastructure and geodiversity 
assets. 
o Number of flood risk management interventions that work with natural 

processes;  
o Number of new flood risk management interventions delivering green/blue 

infrastructure and length of blue/green infrastructure network; 
o Area of green space important for wildlife corridors identified and 

safeguarded or enhanced as part of flood management;  
o Number of new flood risk management interventions delivering habitat 

creation or enhancement;  
o Area of protected woodland and trees lost through flood risk management 

interventions;  
o Square metres of habitat created / improved. 

 Seek opportunities to improve water quality and biodiversity through flood risk 
management activities. 
o Length of improved watercourse as part of flood risk management 

interventions; 
o Proportion of rivers with biological quality classed as good or high; 
o Proportion of rivers which pass on chemical status; 
o Surface water bodies reaching 'good' ecological status or 'good' ecological 

potential. 
The key indicators will be assessed annually to provide an assessment of progress.  
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TECHNICAL GLOSSARY 

ACRONYM TERM DESCRIPTION 

ABI Association of British 
Insurers 

This is supported by the company members of the insurance 
industry to provide general advice. It promotes best practice, 
transparency and standards within the industry. 
 

 Aquifer Layers of permeable rock which provide water storage 
important for supporting water supply and /or river flows. 
 

AStGF Areas Susceptible to 
Ground Water 

Mapping produced by the Environment Agency and others to 
show areas with a potential for groundwater emergence. 
 

AStSW Areas Susceptible to 
Surface Water 

Mapping produced by the Environment Agency to provide 
broad areas where surface water flooding was likely to cause 
problems in four bans from Very Low to High Risk. The 
methodology assumed that sewer and drainage systems 
were near capacity and did not account for infiltration or the 
impacts of the locations of buildings. 
 

 Base Flow Water below the ground surface and movement of the water 
under the Ground Water Level, which tend to feed rivers and 
watercourses. 
 

CFMP/S Catchment Flood 
Management Plan or 
Strategy. 

These plans or strategies assess flood risk from all sources 
over a larger river catchment area and establish flood risk 
management policies for those areas to assist in 
understanding flood risk within the catchment and delivering 
sustainable flood risk management in the long term. 
 

 Climate Change Long term variations in the climate of the earth that affect 
temperature, wind and rainfall patterns. 
 

CDA Critical Drainage 
Area 

This is an area that forms part of the Planning Policy of the 
LLFA and is defined by the LLFA based on catchment data 
and historic records. 
 

CLG Department for 
Communities and 
Local Government 

Central Government department responsible for policy and 
regulations supporting local government, communities and 
neighbourhoods. 
 

Defra Department for 
Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs 

Central Government department responsible for policy and 
regulations on the environment, food and rural affairs. 
 

DG5 Director General 5 
register 

Records of property flooding from the drainage and sewer 
network collated and held by water companies. 
 

EA Environment Agency A non-departmental public body responsible for protecting 
and improving the environment and promoting sustainable 
development. 
 

 European Floods 
Directive 

European Commission legislation which aims to provide a 
consistent approach to managing flood risk across Europe. 
 

FAS Flood Alleviation 
Scheme 

A capital scheme to provide defences or storage for flood 
water to alleviate flooding within a surrounding area. 

FCERM Flood and Coastal 
Erosion Risk 
Management 

Measures including strategies, policies and schemes 
designed to manage flood and coastal erosion risk at a 
national, regional or local scale. Also referred to as FRM – 
Flood Risk Management. 
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FDGiA or GiA Flood Defence Grant 
in Aid 

Part of the Environment Agency’s overall capital allocation to 
invest in flood risk management schemes for which bids are 
made and assessed. 
 

FMfSW Flood Map for 
Surface Water 

Mapping hosted by the Environment Agency to provide broad 
areas where surface water is likely to cause problems based 
on four bands of surface water flooding and deep surface 
water flooding. The methodology assumed an allowance for 
infiltration and a national average drainage capacity and 
mapped building locations. (More sophisticated than AStSW). 
 

FRAr Flood Risk Area An area where there is a significant risk of flooding from local 
flood risk sources including surface water, ground water and 
ordinary watercourses. 
 

FRAs Flood Risk 
Assessment 

This is normally a requirement to be carried out by a 
developer as part of the Planning Application process. It is 
intended to assess what the risks are, whether there will be 
an increase in risk and how risk will be managed. 
 

FRR Flood Risk 
Regulations 2009 

Regulations for England and Wales which transposes and 
implements the European Floods Directive. It is based on a 
six-year cycle of assessment and planning. 
 

F&WM Act 
or FWMA 

Flood and Water 
Management Act 
2010 

Regulations for England which sets out the roles and 
responsibilities for flood and coastal erosion risk 
management as a response to the Pitt review of the 2007 
floods. 
 

 Flood Zone 1 River and Coastal Low flood risk designated by EA. 
Assessed to have less than a 1 in 1000 year probability. 
 

 Flood Zone 2 River and Coastal Medium flood risk designated by EA. 
Assessed to have between 1 in 100 and 1 in 1000 year 
probability. 
 

 Flood Zone 3a River and Coastal High flood risk designated by EA. 
Assessed to have greater than 1 in 100 year probability of 
fluvial flooding. 
 

 Flood Zone 3b River and Coastal Flood Plain as determined by EA. 
 

 Fluvial Flooding Flooding where water in a river exceeds the capacity of the 
river and its banks and overspills into surrounding areas. 
 

 Groundwater 
Flooding 

Flooding where water stored underground or in the Base 
Flow rises above the ground or surface level in areas that 
have no channels or drainage paths. 
 

GIS Geographic 
Information System 

A system designed to capture, store, manipulate, analyse, 
manage, and present all types of spatial or geographical 
data. 
 

 Highway Authority There are two tiers. This can be the County, District Council 
or unitary authority for most minor roads. Some Local 
Authorities operate as agencies for others typically within 
County areas. 
 

HE Highways England A non-departmental public body sponsored by the 
Department for Transport (DfT), which is responsible for 
operating, maintaining and improving England’s motorways 
and major A roads. 
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iFRA Indicative Flood Risk 
Area 

Areas identified by the EA as part of a PFRA in a 
development where more than 30,000 people are at risk of 
flooding (in clusters of 1Km squares where at least 200 are 
potentially at risk of significant surface water flooding). 

 Infiltration A technique used for sustainable drainage in which water is 
allowed to return to the ground and a term that ranks the 
permeability of the sub-surface to allow this to happen. 
 

 Interflow Water below the ground that flows between the surface and 
the ground water level. The rate of this is indicated by the 
sub-surface infiltration. 
 

 Land Drainage Act 
1991 

This is primary legislation in England and Wales that sets out 
the duties and responsibilities of how watercourses and 
drainage is maintained. It sets out the role of the Riparian 
owners and powers of local authorities. 
 

LFRMS Local Flood Risk 
Management 
Strategy 

The local strategy for the LLFA to identify the various flood 
risk management functions of different RMAs. It is to set out 
how it will assess local flood risk and measures for managing 
this and produces objectives and how they will be 
implemented. It highlights costs and benefits and review 
impact or contribution to wider environmental issues. 
 

LLFA Lead Local Flood 
Authority 

A County Council, borough Council or unitary authority as 
designated under the F&WM Act that had duties under that 
Act responsible for local flood risk management. It is not 
responsible or liable for flooding but has powers to act. 
 

 Local Levy Annual levy collected from Local Authorities by the Regional 
Flood and Coastal Committee to fund flood and coastal 
erosion risk management within that region. 
 

 Main River This could be any watercourse, river , brook or stream this is 
deemed significant for catchment management to be 
managed by the EA and designated by the EA as such (refer 
to Ordinary Watercourse below as alternative). 
 

NFF National Flood 
Forum 

This is an independent charity set up to assist private 
individuals affected by flooding and guiding them on 
legislation and providing information. It works with 
communities and flood groups and supports projects. 
 

NFRMS National Flood Risk 
Management 
Strategy 

The strategy developed by the EA for England to identify the 
various flood risk management functions of different RMAs 
and organisations. It sets out objectives and measures for 
managing flood risk, the costs and benefits of measures and 
how they can be implemented. It assesses impacts of climate 
change and contributions to wider environmental objectives. 
 

NPPF National Planning 
Policy Framework 

The national planning regime developed from PPS25. 
 

 Ordinary 
Watercourse 

This could be any watercourse, river, brook or stream and 
drainage path that is not classed by the EA as Main River or 
by the Water Companies as public sewer and as such is 
managed but not owned by the LLFA. 
 

PFRA Preliminary Flood 
Risk Assessment 

An assessment under the FRR which evaluates significant 
historic and future flood risk within an area, identifying 
significant flood risk areas and providing information on 
flooding for reporting to the European Commission. 

 Pluvial Relating to rainfall and surface water run-off which often 
contributes to surface water flooding.  Contrasts with Fluvial. 
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PPS25 Planning Policy 
Statement 25 

Guidance on how flood risk should be covered in planning 
policy and development control. It is superseded by the 
NPPF but has the principles likely to be included and carried 
out through Local Plans and Councils’ planning policy. 
 

Retro SuDS Retrospective 
Sustainable 
Drainage Systems 

Refer to SuDS below. To review or adjust drainage from an 
area or development after it has been built to improve it or 
help reduce flood risk. 
 

RFCC Regional and 
Coastal Committee 

Committees established by the EA consisting of members 
representing LLFAs and independent members who ensure 
that there are plans for identifying and managing flood risk 
across catchments, promote investment in flood and coastal 
erosion risk management and provide a link between RMAs 
and other relevant bodies. 
 

 Riparian Owners This is a key principle in drainage law in that the landowner 
has duties and responsibilities for management of 
watercourses in their land or if adjacent to their land. 
 

RMA Risk Management 
Authority 

Defined under the F&WM Act as all bodies with vested 
interests in flood risk and management. They tend to be the 
LLFAs, the EA, IDBs, water companies and Highway 
Authorities. 
 

 Single Data List A list of all data returns that central government expects from 
local government. It replaces the National Indicator Set and 
consolidates other requirements. 
 

SFRA Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment (Level 1 
and Level 2) 

An assessment providing information on areas at risk from all 
sources of flooding used to provide an evidence base for 
flood risk and planning decisions. 
 

 Surface Water 
Flooding 

Rainwater collects on the surface of the ground due to the 
soil being saturated or rests on hard standing areas where 
drainage and watercourses in the area are at full capacity or 
are not accessible due to land levels or restrictions. Can be 
referred as Pluvial Flooding. 
 

SWMP Surface Water 
Management Plan 

This assesses surface water flooding within a given area and 
outlines the preferred approach to managing that risk. It is 
undertaken in consultation with key partners who are 
responsible for flood risk management and drainage for that 
area. It is intended to influence future resource, emergency 
and land use planning and identifying areas where flood 
alleviation works may be required. 
 

 Sustainable 
Development 

Ensure the needs of the current generations do not adversely 
impact the lives of and risks to future generations by 
improving and enhancing the area concerned. 
 

SuDS Sustainable 
Drainage Systems 

Methods for draining and storing surface water that is 
designed to mimic natural processes and to provide and 
support multiple environmental benefits and improved 
amenity as well as helping mitigate flood risk potentially 
created by development or re-development. 
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Appendix A. Flood Risk Maps 
Map 1 - Extent of Flood Map for Surface Water flooding in Stockport 
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Map 2 - Areas Susceptible to Groundwater flooding in Stockport 
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Map 3 - Extent of Flood Zone 2 and 3 in Stockport 
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Appendix B. Action Plan
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Action Aim Timescale Progress Estimated Cost Potential Funding Source Lead Partner Supporting Partners 

Objective 1: To better understand local flood risk and make best use of available information 

To map historical flooding incidences from all 
sources to identify recurrent flooding issues and 
cluster areas which will assist in the prioritisation 
of flood mitigation intervention. 

Assist in the development of funding bids and prioritisation of flood 
risk management within Stockport. 

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC EA, UU 

To provide a web based system of flood risk 
information to be accessed by key stakeholders 
and others, e.g. developers. 

To provide easy access to flood risk information to interested 
groups, increasing officer availability to carry out other flood risk 
management duties. To maintain up-to-date evidence base to 
help identify and prioritise locations for flood risk management 
interventions. Address gaps in the evidence base, improving the 
quality of the evidence base, and keeping the evidence base up-
to-date. 

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

Record local flooding incidents appropriately and 
use this information to manage risk. 
 

Ensure effective mechanisms and procedures exist for recording 
information about flooding from ordinary watercourses, 
groundwater and surface water, and for using this information to 
manage risk. 

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

Review of the Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment 
for Stockport 

To ensure the reported flood risk areas are kept up to date with 
recent flooding incidents and understanding of flood risk. 

2 years Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

Undertake surveys and hydraulic modelling from 
waterways and sewers in Romiley West.  

To better understand flood risk in Romiley West. 2 years Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC UU 

Undertake surveys and hydraulic modelling from 
unknown waterways in Romiley East.  

To better understand flood risk in Romiley East. 2 years Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC Riparian owners 

Undertake surveys and hydraulic modelling from 
uncharted culverts in Bramhall.  

To better understand flood risk in Bramhall. 2 years Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC Riparian owners 

Undertake an investigation of flooding from the 
drainage network in Cheadle Hulme. 

To better understand flood risk in Cheadle Hulme. 2 years Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC UU 

Objective 2:  To reduce the potential impact and costs of flooding in the borough  

Develop a prioritised list of potential local flood risk 
management capital schemes to be taken forward 
for detailed analysis and development of options 
to reduce flood risk and develop business cases 
for potential capital schemes.  

To reduce the potential impact and costs of flooding in the 
borough with multiple benefits beyond flood risk management 
including environmental enhancements, meeting WFD objectives 
and facilitating economic development and regeneration. 

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

Consent works on ordinary watercourses and 
undertake enforcement to remove unapproved 
constrictions on ordinary watercourses 

To reduce the potential impact and costs of flooding in the 
borough  

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

Dingle Hollow Detention Basin. Provision of flood relief to Bredbury Green and Romiley from 
attenuation at head of culvert. 

2 years Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC Riparian owners 

Implement Stage 2 of Cheadle Hot Spot Study. To implement works derived from the Stage 1 study. 3 years Commence in 
2017/18 

N/A N/A SMBC EA, UU 

Rehabilitation of Bramhall Minor Culverts. To reduce risk of flooding from blockage, collapse and restricted 
capacity. 

3 years Commence in 
2017/18 

N/A N/A SMBC Riparian owners 

Rehabilitation of Barlow Fold road culvert. To reduce risk of flooding from blockage, collapse and restricted 
capacity. 

3 years Commence in 
2017/18 

N/A N/A SMBC Riparian owners 
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Objective 3:  To ensure resilience of the local water bodies and drainage assets 

To develop a record of local water body and 
drainage asset, together with details of ownership, 
state of repair, and where appropriate, the 
designation of such structures or features which 
may affect flood risk. Develop a procedure for the 
periodic review and update of the asset register. 
 

To better understand flood risk assets and their function in 
managing flood risk. To Identify areas where targeted 
maintenance and improvements to watercourses and drainage 
systems are required. 

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

To develop a maintenance plan for the regular 
cleansing of trash screens at critical flood risk 
locations. 

To ensure ordinary watercourses are free of debris during 
extreme weather events to reduce the risk of flooding and identify 
need for replacement with new structures. 

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

To develop a maintenance plan for the regular de-
silting and de-vegetation of ordinary watercourses 
at critical flood risk locations. 

To ensure ordinary watercourses are free of debris during 
extreme weather events to reduce the risk of flooding. 

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

To develop a maintenance plan for the regular 
cleansing of highway gullies based on a prioritised 
risk based approach. 

To make efficient use of gully cleaning resource and budget and 
reduced impacts from road closures, etc. 

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

To develop a plan with priority locations for 
improving existing flood risk infrastructure, 
including ongoing maintenance and condition 
monitoring. 
 

To reduce risk of flooding from failure of infrastructure. Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

To identify key highways requiring protection 
during flood events. 

To identify and manage a resilient network of highways during a 
flood event. 

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

Action Aim Timescale Progress Estimated Cost Potential Funding Source Lead Partner Supporting Partners 

Objective 4: To ensure appropriate development in areas of flood risk 

Establish an approach through the S106 process 
to ensure the adoption and continued 
maintenance of SuDS as part of the planning 
process for new developments to manage flood 
risk now and in the future.  

Provide betterment on existing surface water flood risk through 
managing runoff from new developments and ensuring the SuDS 
are maintained regularly so that there is no deterioration in their 
function. 

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC EA, UU 

Respond to strategic planning consultations 
including Local Plans and planning policy 
documents. 

To ensure flood risk is considered as part of the planning process. Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

To engage where possible with developers at the 
earliest possible point in the planning process for 
major developments and seek to influence the 
planning process through proactive pre-application 
discussions. 

To ensure that developers avoid the flood plain except in 
exceptional circumstances, with appropriate design including 
“offset” of lost floodplain and to manage surface water runoff 
through SuDS. 

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

Objective 5: To develop a collaborative partnership approach to flood risk management, and cooperate with other Risk Management Authorities and key stakeholders working across catchments 

Identify partnership arrangements, setting out 
roles and responsibilities, protocols for 
communicating and working together and with 
other key stakeholders. 

To clarify local roles and responsibilities of Risk Management 
Authorities in Stockport and adjoining authorities and establish 
lines of communication to share information and resources and 
work collaboratively in a coordinated manner for flood risk 
management. 

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 
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Establish responsibility for the management of 
flood risk from watercourses of unknown status. 

Where culverted ordinary watercourses have been incorporated 
into the sewer network and ownership is not clearly defined, 
identifying responsibility and the condition of the asset is important 
to manage flood risk effectively. 

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC UU 

Participate in national and regional LLFA best 
practice sharing groups.  
 

To work with neighbouring Lead Local Flood Authorities to ensure 
a catchment-based approach to local flood risk management, 
taking advantage of training opportunities, realising economies of 
scale.  

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

To confirm responsibility for management of flood 
risk from dam and canal infrastructure, establish 
and agreeing roles and responsibilities. Engage 
with neighbouring LLFAs who share canals  
 

To work with key RMAs for managing flood risk from dam and 
canal infrastructure 

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

Identify particularly vulnerable groups through 
meetings with health partners  

To work with health partners to identify funding opportunities and 
quantify health and wellbeing benefits as part of the prioritisation 
of flood risk management schemes. 

Ongoing Ongoing N/A N/A SMBC Health Partners 

Objective 6:  To assist communities in understanding information on flood risk and supporting themselves 

Update website and produce leaflets for 
householders and businesses on preparing for 
floods with clear guidance on who to contact 
during a flood event. 

To promote public awareness and ensure they have a flood 
emergency plan and where possible improve the resilience of their 
property. 

12 months Ongoing  N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

Promote the formation of new flood action groups  To support local groups to manage local flood risk and increase 
the resilience of their communities to flooding. 

12 months Ongoing  N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 

Objective 7: To encourage, support and provide flood risk management which seeks to enhance and protect the environment 

Work with Healthy Waterways Trust to collaborate 
on ideas, Communications and projects to assist 
in the cleaning up of our watercourses, e.g. Micker 
Brook and Chorlton Brook. 

Promote sustainable flood risk management.  12 months Ongoing  N/A N/A SMBC Healthy Waterways 
Trust, EA 

Explore the potential for use of environmentally 
sustainable solutions in all Stockport led flood risk 
management schemes.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

To promote environmentally sustainable flood risk management 
solutions which work with the natural and built environment 

Ongoing Ongoing  N/A N/A SMBC RMAs 
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