
 

 

 

 

 

 

How often do you travel? 

Probably about half the year, including when I’m on tour. Last year, I went to America and Australia, and 

travelled all over Europe with the band. But I like to travel even when I’m not on tour. For the past 12 

years, I’ve had a base in Sicily [in addition to homes in London and Glasgow], so I go there a lot. Earlier 

this month I spent 10 days in Bali. I like to go there for a week in January to detox and shape up a bit. It’s 

a bit of a schlep getting there, but I feel rejuvenated when I get back. 

What do you need for a perfect holiday? 

A good pair of walking shoes. I love to hit the streets and go for an early morning walk. A couple of 

months ago, I did just that in Amsterdam. I didn’t have time to visit an exhibition but walked along the 

canals – I’m always drawn to rivers and water. 

Where did you go on holiday as a child? 

Before the advent of package holidays, a lot of Glaswegians would go to Ireland, the Isle of Man or – if 

you had a few quid – Blackpool. Going to Blackpool was like going to Disneyland. 

Your first trip abroad? 

At the age of 13, I went on a school trip to Rimini in Italy. It was paradise. I remember getting off the 

plane, feeling the heat and thinking, “Yeah, this is for me.” When I visit Italy, I always experience a 

feeling of great well-being – that first trip sowed a lifelong love for the country. 

Are you an adventurous traveller? 

Reasonably so. Back in the day, Charlie Burchill [the band’s guitarist] and I were notorious travellers. If 

we were flying to Australia via India, we’d arrange to get off for a few days and go on very “spur of the 

moment” trips. Back in 1976, the two of us decided to go to London to learn more about punk – but 

instead got a temporary passport (which you could get from the post office then), headed for Paris and 

ended up hitchhiking around Belgium and Holland for three weeks. It was our version of a gap year. 



 
Blackpool (Alamy) 

The most remote place you’ve visited? 

Nepal and Bhutan were pretty remote in 1981 when I visited. I’ll never forget taking a flight from Delhi 

up to Nepal. The weather was bad, the plane was pretty old and the two of us were already nervous. We 

were marvelling at this old guy putting luggage on the plane, and then to our horror he got into the 

cockpit. He looked far too old to be lifting bags, let alone flying an aircraft, but we made it to Nepal. It 

was hairy, though. 

Your most adventurous travel experience? 

The time I went hitchhiking around Europe with Charlie in the mid-Seventies when I was 18. That trip 

taught me that I’m a traveller – just like the title of our song I Travel – and not everyone is. There is still 

something restless about me as an individual, and us as a band, and I think that’s reflected in our music. 

Most luxurious travel experience? 

A couple of years ago, we played a gig in Russia and at the last minute were asked to appear back in 

Scotland. The organisers flew us over on a private jet. It left St Petersburg about midnight and we 

enjoyed the midnight sun all the way back to Edinburgh. 

Your favourite hotel? 

Whenever we play in Los Angeles, I always like to stay at Shutters on the Beach in Santa Monica. It’s a 

white wooden structure right on the seafront, and you can look out at the pier and the Ferris wheel. You 

feel like you’re at the edge of America. 
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Nepal (Alamy) 

Favourite city? 

Taormina. I love Sicily. It has such history. I like to go to Taormina between October and April when it 

goes back to being a little medieval town. It’s a real home from home. 

Your worst travel experience? 

A few years ago, I was in the middle of a tour when the Icelandic ash cloud grounded flights for several 

days. The good news was I was forced to spend a few days in one of my favourite hotels in Hamburg, 

right on the lake. But on the whole I’ve been pretty lucky. 

What do you hate about holidays? 

Getting visas. The whole process is stressful. I’m also always losing things. Last year, I lost my passport in 

Canada, but luckily a friend of a friend knew a politician who managed to pull a few strings and I was 

able to cross the border into the US for a gig. 



 
Sicily (Alamy) 

Best piece of travel advice? 

Be patient. Things do go wrong, but there’s usually nothing you can do about it. Try a bit of charm 

instead – charm goes a long way. 

Where next? 

Our tour kicks off in Lisbon, which is one of my favourite cities, so I’ll be there for a few days next 

month. I love touring for the performances, but also for the chance to visit so many great cities. I’ve got 

a feeling it’s going to be a great tour. 

 


