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TIFF Kids International Film Festival

Prices
Admission to film: $9/person 
Admission to digiPlaySpace: $9/person 

 
Make it a Combo! 
Pair a TIFF Kids film with a visit to digiPlaySpace: $15/person

or take in a TIFF Kids film double-bill: $15/person

 
NOTE: One complimentary supervisor admission will be issued for every 10 paid admissions. 
All prices include HST. Prices are subject to service fees.
 
TIFF prefers Visa.  

How to make a school booking
Phone: 416-599-TIFF or  
 1-888-599-8433  
 Press 2 for school bookings

Email: learning@tiff.net

Payment options include cash, all major credit cards, and school-issued cheques. 
Deposits are due in advance, with the balance due upon arrival.

Educators and/or supervisors are responsible for checking in at the Steve & 
Rashmi Gupta Box Office prior to the screening’s scheduled start time.  
Please note that all screenings must begin on time; educators should allot  
extra time for admissions processing.

Address: TIFF Bell Lightbox 
 Reitman Square 
 350 King Street West 
 Toronto, Ontario 
 M5V 3X5

Accessibility 
TIFF Bell Lightbox is committed to offering an equitable and accessible learning 
environment for students and teachers. Accommodation requests must be 
submitted in writing and in advance. Programming that can be adapted will 
be modified with teacher guidance in an effort to best support the needs of 
all learners. Phonic Ear Assistive Listening Devices (ALDs) are available and 
compatible with any TIFF Kids screening.

TIFF Kids will be presenting a selection of screenings in a sensory-friendly 
environment. These screenings are indicated on the film page and schedule 
with: 

Films with Readers
All non-English-language films are presented in their original language with 
English subtitles unless otherwise indicated. At some screenings, subtitles are 
read aloud by an experienced reader. 

Look for the  reader  icon indicating which subtitled films will be read aloud.

Lunch space
Lunch space can be reserved in 
advance for classes booked for more 
than one activity or screening at the 
TIFF Kids Festival. 

Space is limited, and allocated on a 
first-come, first-served basis.

Please submit requests to  
learning@tiff.net.

Please note: TIFF Bell Lightbox is not 
a peanut-free facility. Please indicate 
food allergies at the time of booking. 

Acquiring financial assistance
The TIFF Pocket Fund is a subsidy 
initiative created to ensure that 
children from all circumstances 
have the opportunity to enjoy the 
educational and cultural experiences 
offered by TIFF. 

 
For application information, contact 
learning@tiff.net or visit  
tiff.net/pocketfund. Please note the 
deadline to apply for Pocket Fund is 
February 26, 2018.

TIFF gratefully acknowledges the  
Slaight Family Foundation, and the 
many other philanthropic donors 
who have donated gifts to the TIFF 
Kids International Film Festival and 
to our youth learning and outreach 
programmes.

SENSORY FRIENDLY



By TTC
TIFF Bell Lightbox is a short walk west of St. Andrew subway station, on the 
northwest corner of King West and John Streets. The King streetcar runs both 
east and west and stops at John Street in front of TIFF Bell Lightbox. Please 
check in with a TIFF representative, who will greet you outside the building.

By School Bus 
TIFF Bell Lightbox is located at Reitman Square on the northwest corner of  
King and John Streets (350 King Street West). 

From Gardiner Expressway Eastbound 
• Take the Spadina Avenue exit

• Turn left onto Lower Spadina Avenue

• Turn right onto Adelaide Street West

• Turn right onto John Street

• A TIFF representative stationed at the northwest corner of King & John Streets will 
meet each bus 

From Gardiner Expressway Westbound 
• Take the 404 exit

• Keep left and follow signs for Don Valley Parkway South/Downtown

• Merge onto the Don Valley Parkway South

• Take the Gardiner Expressway west

• Take the Spadina Avenue exit

• Turn right onto Spadina Avenue

• Turn right onto Adelaide Street West

• Turn right onto John Street

• A TIFF representative stationed at the northwest corner of King & John Streets will 
meet each bus

Parking Garage
A parking garage entrance is located 
on Widmer Street (the first street west 
of TIFF Bell Lightbox).

Cost: $12/day

Rates are subject to change. TIFF does not 
own or operate the parking facility.

Please note: School buses are not 
permitted in the parking garage. 

Please note: The King Street Transit 
Pilot has begun, and this project will 
last for approximately one year. It is 
important to note that King Street is 
still open for driving, but movements at 
some intersections are not permitted. 
More information on the King Street 
Pilot Project can be found here: 
http://toronto.ca/kingstreetpilot

Additionally, any vehicle  driving west 
on King Street will be required to turn 
right on Peter Street, as vehicles are 
not permitted to drive through this 
intersection.

For everyone’s safety, please ensure that students remain seated on the bus 
until they are met by a TIFF representative.
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How to Get to TIFF Bell Lightbox



All educators and/or supervisors will receive a supervisor sticker upon arrival at 
TIFF Bell Lightbox. Please wear the sticker at all times.

 
Supervisors are responsible for:

• Ensuring appropriate conduct from students

• Monitoring students' whereabouts at all times

• Monitoring students who leave the premises individually or in groups

• Ensuring students are never unaccompanied or unsupervised while on the premises

• Notifying Youth Learning at 416-599-8433 ext. 3203 in the event of an 
emergency or potential late arrival 

 
Note: While the TIFF team will ensure that both students and supervisors 
have a pleasant experience. The TIFF team and Volunteers are not responsible 
for  supervising groups or individual students at any time, nor can they under 
any circumstances be left alone with a student (e.g., escorting students to the 
washroom). 

Any additional questions can be directed to learning@tiff.net.

School Concessions Special
$3.00 per person (including tax)

1 TIFF Kids Popcorn

1 Aquafina 500ml water bottle

Available to teachers and students attending the TIFF Kids International Film 
Festival. Combos must be pre-ordered through learning@tiff.net at the time of 
booking and are subject to a deposit. The balance of payment is based on actual 
attendance and due upon arrival. Combos will be delivered to each purchasing 
group outside their cinema and are not available for walk-up sale.

TIFF popcorn is vegan, GMO-free corn that is cooked in coconut oil with salt seasoning.

 
Please be advised that TIFF Bell Lightbox is not a nut-free facility, however, pre-packaged 
nut-free options are available. Should you have any questions or concerns, please email 
learning@tiff.net.

Booking Policies
1. A reservation confirmation form 
must be completed and returned to 
TIFF by the teacher who has booked 
the event. If the completed form has 
not been returned by the specified 
date, TIFF reserves the right to release 
the reservation. 

2. A deposit of 50% of the estimated 
total will be required to hold all 
bookings. Deposits can be made by 
cheque or credit card. School cheques 
should be made payable to Toronto 
International Film Festival Inc, and 
should be mailed to the ATTN: Youth 
Learning – 350 King Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3X5 CANADA

If the deposit has not been received by 
the specified date, TIFF reserves the 
right to release the reservation. 

3. In the event of cancellation, TIFF 
must receive written notice no less 
than 20 school days before the 
scheduled visit or the deposit will be 
forfeited. Bookings made less than 
20 school days before the date of the 
visit are considered confirmed at the 
time of booking. Cancellation due to 
severely inclement weather or force 
majeure is exempt. 

4. TIFF recognizes that class 
attendance will fluctuate. The final fee 
will be calculated based on the total 
number of students present or 50% 
of the original estimated total (as 
indicated on the confirmation form), 
whichever is greater. Payment is due in 
full before the start of each screening, 
or tour. 

5. If a class arrives more than 
15 minutes late for a scheduled 
programme, TIFF reserves the 
right to make alterations to 
scheduled programming in order to 
accommodate the change in schedule.

Educators and Supervisors



Shiri excels in school but struggles socially. She is on the verge of 
transferring to a school for gifted students and when her musically 
talented and popular older brother Tomer is cast on a reality-TV show, 
Shiri’s popularity grows and her world starts to shift in tandem with her 
brother’s success. Overnight, their home is turned into the headquarters 
for Tomer’s fan club and their mother, a teacher, and father, a yoga 
instructor, are swept up in a world that they know nothing about. More 
importantly, kids at school are starting to take notice and Shiri is invited to 
hang out with the most popular group. When Tomer begins to crack under 
the pressure, Shiri is willing to do whatever it takes to keep Tomer’s — and 
by extension her own — fame rising. But at what cost? An honest and 
stark exploration of the impact of overnight success and the superficial 
popularity that so easily permeates meaningful relationships, Almost 

Famous forces audiences question identity in a world that is dictated by 
screens and contrived reality. 

March 22, 10am

N.B.: limited instances of strong language, onscreen kissing between teenagers, alcohol 
consumption by teenagers

Themes: family, music, media, acceptance

Almost Famous
Kimaat Mefursemet
dir. Marco Carmel

ISRAEL, 2017

Hebrew w/ English subtitles
95 min.
INTERNATIONAL PREMIERE

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 7–8

TIFF Kids International Film Festival  FEATURES



Based on a true story, Ballad from Tibet demonstrates how strong 
determination and perseverance can help to overcome obstacles. 
Refusing to be limited by their visual impairments or confined to the roles 
that have been prescribed to them, friends Thupten, Sonam, Kelsang, 
and Droma dream of performing on a famous reality-TV show. The friends 
make contact with the show’s producer, who agrees to let them perform if 
they can make their way from Gyangzê to Shenzhen — a distance typically 
travelled by plane. Because Thupten is the only one who retains partial 
eyesight, he acts as their guide through the mountainous terrain, but 
they must all work together if they are going to arrive in time to be on the 
show. Facing numerous challenges along the way, the friends demonstrate 
strength of character as they set out to prove they are more capable than 
people give them credit. 

March 21, 10am

N.B.: limited instances of strong language, disparaging remarks

Themes: music, perserverance, teamwork, diversity

Ballad from Tibet
Tianlai Mengxiang
dir. Zhang Wei

CHINA, 2017

Chinese and Tibetan w/ English subtitles
84 mins.
TORONTO PREMIERE

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 4–6

TIFF Kids International Film Festival  FEATURES



In Mongolia, where people often learn to ride before they can walk, 
horse racing is an important tradition passed down from generation 
to generation. Brothers Dorj (12 years old) and Byambaa (8) hope that 
their father will overcome his reluctance to teach them his renowned 
skill. However, when Bold, another successful racehorse trainer from the 
village, brags about his newest horse, the townspeople suggest that he 
recruit and train Dorj to be its rider for the upcoming cultural games. Upon 
hearing this, Byambaa decides to take matters into his own hands and 
teach himself to ride. In order to remain as light as possible, the children 
often ride without a saddle or shoes. As the town prepares for the games, 
an American woman arrives to distribute protective gear, a major break 
with Mongolian tradition. Filmed on location and featuring actual brothers 
as its leads, Children of Genghis retains a documentary quality that is 
reflected in the honesty of the performances. This moving film of bravery 
and family provides an intimate look at Mongolian heritage and culture of 
the Naadam Festival, something rarely seen on the screen. 

March 7, 11:15am

Themes: family, sports, history, perseverance

Children of Genghis
dir. Zolbayar Dorj

MONGOLIA, 2017

Mongolian w/ English subtitles
101 minutes
CANADIAN PREMIERE

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 4–6

TIFF Kids International Film Festival  FEATURES



Best friends Gungun, Bajrang, and Vakil prefer to spend their time in 
school cracking jokes rather than focusing on their studies. When the boys 
learn that their favourite magician is performing in a nearby town, they 
decide to skip school and take the bus to see the show. With midterms 
around the corner, the boys write to the magician, convinced that he can 
help them with a trick to increase their grades. To their surprise, they 
receive a note and gift, a small doll, in return. The magician tells them 
to teach the doll everything they need to know for their test and, in turn, 
it will provide them with all the information they need on the day of the 
test. Trusting that this doll is magic, the boys take turns teaching it. What 
transpires is much more than they could have hoped for, in a clever story 
of perseverance and challenging oneself to exceed expectations. 

March 8, 11:15am

N.B.: limited instances of strong language, protagonists are hit by teacher, boy seen from 
behind urinating in a field

Themes: teamwork, perseverance, education

DHH
DUH
dir. Manish Saini

INDIA, 2017 

128 mins.
Gujarati, Hindi w/ English subtitles
CANADIAN PREMIERE

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 3–5

TIFF Kids International Film Festival  FEATURES



Maya is at it again! In constant exploration mode, Maya just can’t help 
but find herself in sticky situations. Having just completed the summer 
harvest, she is overjoyed when a representative of the Empress arrives at 
her hive with a message. Anticipating that her colony is about to receive 
an invitation to participate in the upcoming Honey Games, Maya is furious 
when she learns that the Empress is forcing the hive to give half of their 
honey to Buzztropolis — to feed the competing athletes! Abuzz with fury 
and against her Queen’s wishes, Maya sets off to Buzztropolis to give the 
Empress a piece of her mind. When she arrives in the city, things don’t go 
quite as planned; rather than giving the honey back, the Empress declares 
that Maya can compete in the Honey Games under one condition: if she 
wins, she can keep her hive’s honey but if she loses, the Empress will take 
all of their honey. The stakes have never been higher as Maya and her 
team have to learn to trust each other and work together to understand 
each other’s strengths in their quest to save their hive!

March 6, 10am
March 7, 12:30pm
March 21, 10:15am

N.B.: some scenes may be frightening for our youngest audience members

Themes: cooperation, sport, teamwork, animals

Maya the Bee –  
The Honey Games
dirs. Noel Cleary, Sergio Delfino

AUSTRALIA/GERMANY, 2017

English
85 min.
CANADIAN PREMIERE

RECOMMENDED GRADES: K–2

TIFF Kids International Film Festival  FEATURES



Quebec, 1956. On assignment, amateur private eye Nelly Maloye stumbles 
into the research lab of young anthropologist Simon Picard. Frustrated 
and nearing the end of his research grant, Simon has yet to find evidence 
of the existence of the elusive Yeti and prove his hypothesis that the Yeti 
is the missing link in human evolution. Given a three-month reprieve by 
his wealthy yet suspicious investor, Simon reluctantly accepts Nelly’s 
help as they set out on a mission through the Himalayas in search of the 
Yeti. Using an explorer’s journal that supposedly contains the location 
of the mythical creature’s den, the two must learn to combine their 
methodological and improvisational approaches if they are going to be 
able to navigate the challenging terrain. With Tensing, their young Sherpa 
guide, and Jasmin, a chatty myna bird, by their side, what could possibly 
go wrong? 

March 6, 12:15pm
March 8, 10am,
March 21, 11:15am

Themes: cooperation, teamwork, action and adventure

Nelly & Simon:  
Mission Yeti
Nelly et Simon: Misson Yéti
dirs. Nancy Florence Savard,  

Pierre Greco, 

CANADA, 2017
French w/ English subtitles
84 min.
TORONTO PREMIERE

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 3–6

TIFF Kids International Film Festival  FEATURES



With her dad suddenly “out of town,” Rosie and her mum move to a new 
apartment in Molenbeek. Adjusting to a new neighbourhood, attending 
a new school, and suspicious that her mother isn’t telling her the whole 
story, Rosie reluctantly makes friends with her downstairs neighbour, 
Moussa. In contrast to Rosie’s apartment, Moussa’s home is always filled 
with cousins, aunts, uncles, laughter, and a little chaos!  Despite their 
building manager’s warnings, Rosie and Moussa ascend to the building’s 
rooftop to escape the noise in their lives. There, they learn to trust each 
other with their secrets and stick together as they search for clues about 
the disappearance of Rosie’s father. More than anything, Rosie wants to 
find her dad and reunite her parents so they can be a family once again; 
but will the truth match the adventurous narrative she has conjured up in 
her imagination? Based on the children’s books by Michael De Cock and 
Judith Vanistendael, this story challenges perceptions of morality, family, 
and friendship.  

March 20, 10:30am
March 21, 12:15pm

N.B.: limited instances of coarse language

Themes: perseverance, teamwork, migration and diaspora, performing arts

Rosie & Moussa
dir. Dorothée van den Berghe

BELGIUM, 2018

90 mins. 
Dutch w/ English subtitles
TORONTO PREMIERE

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 4–7

TIFF Kids International Film Festival  FEATURES



From first-time feature filmmaker Likarion Wainaina and co-producer Tom 
Tykwer comes this honest and inspiring story about the strength of young 
people in the face of adversity. Obsessed with Jackie Chan and action 
films, nine-year-old Jo dreams of being a superhero, but time is not on 
her side. When the doctors reveal that she is terminally ill, Jo leaves the 
hospital and returns home to be with her mom and sister. While her mom 
insists that she stay inside and rest, her sister has different plans. With the 
entire village’s support, they decide to make dreams a reality and turn Jo 
into the superhero they know she is. Newcomer Stycie Waweru delivers a 
captivating and earnest performance, imbuing her character with a subtle 
strength that ignites the screen. This film is a stunning reminder of the 
power of imagination. 

March 22, 12:30pm

N.B.: limited instances of strong language; reference to ghosts; limited instances of 
inappropriate salutations from a group of adult males toward a female teenager

Themes: perseverance, performing arts, illness 

Supa Modo
dir. Likarion Wainaina

GERMANY/KENYA, 2017

Swahili w/ English subtitles 
75 min.
NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE 
RECOMMENDED GRADES: 5–7

TIFF Kids International Film Festival FEATURES



The Boxcar Children are back in this new feature adaptation based on 
the second book in the classic series. The Alden kids have settled in with 
their grandfather and, when he suggests that they spend the summer 
on an island, Henry, Jessie, Violet, Benny, and, of course, Watch jump at 
the idea! Upon arriving, they decide that they’ll live in an abandoned barn 
and quickly think of fun and creative ways that they can make it feel just 
like home. They tend to their garden each day, cook, play in the water, 
and generally enjoy a relaxing summer. However, as they get to know the 
island handyman, Joe, they soon discover that he is keeping a secret. With 
surprises around every corner the Aldens must stay on their toes, in this 
exciting follow-up about family and acceptance. 

March 22, 10:15am

Themes: family, adaptation, acceptance

The Boxcar Children: 
Surprise Island
dirs. Daniel Chuba, Mark Dippé, 

Wonjae Lee

USA/SOUTH KOREA/COLOMBIA/GUATEMALA, 2018

79 min. 
English
WORLD PREMIERE

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 1–5

TIFF Kids International Film Festival FEATURES



Director Nora Twomey’s The Breadwinner, based on Deborah Ellis’ award-
winning novel, breathes life into the extraordinary story of 11-year-old 
Afghan girl Parvana, born into an ever-changing world of conflict and 
oppression, who finds strength in the love of her family and the power 
of storytelling. In Taliban-controlled Kabul, women and girls are not 
permitted to leave the house unescorted, to earn money, or to shop for 
food and supplies in the market. When Parvana’s father, a teacher, is 
unfairly imprisoned, she must disguise herself as a boy to become her 
family’s sole breadwinner. Showing courage and perseverance, Parvana 
does anything she can to support her family, while trying desperately to 
help free her father.

Executive produced by Angelina Jolie — whose humanitarian work over 
recent decades has brought her into contact with many young girls like 
Parvana — The Breadwinner is fundamentally about family, friendship, and 
imagination. With a team of over 200 artists, animators, and actors from 
around the world, Twomey has created an innovative mix of 2D animation 
with acrylic and digitally painted environments, as well as digital paper 
cut-out segments, all woven into an unforgettable story. In tune with 
Twomey’s commitment to ensuring authenticity on screen, the inspiring 
score by Jeff Danna and Mychael Danna features traditional musicians 
and young voices partly recorded in Kabul.

March 7, 10:15am
March 8, 11am

N.B.: some scenes may be frightening for young viewers; children threatened, brief scene 
of dog being whopped, woman beaten, men with guns, man shot, violence and conflict

Themes: adaptation, family, political conflict

The Breadwinner
dir. Nora Twomey

CANADA/IRELAND/LUXEMBOURG, 2017

93 minutes
English

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 5–8

TIFF Kids International Film Festival  FEATURES



Ten-year-old Jovan was born with partial cerebral palsy. Shy, self-
conscious and without many friends, he often escapes in his imagination 
to a place where he is a crime-fighting superhero not limited by his own 
body. His world shifts when a new girl arrives in his class. Milica, not 
intimidated by much, chooses the seat next to Jovan and immediately 
enlists him to help her free her father from his girlfriend, whom she 
is convinced is a witch who has placed her father under a spell. As 
evidence, Milica cites the woman’s taste for imbibing weird green juices, 
alien-like substances stored in jars, and black salt. Between school and 
physical therapy, the new friends hatch a plan to expose Milica’s father’s 
girlfriend and break the spell; Milica believes this will reunite her parents. 
Preoccupied with the plan, Jovan begins to enjoy life and overcome many 
of his insecurities as he focuses on helping a friend. The Witch Hunters is 
an honest portrayal of struggle and acceptance, and how true friendship 
can lead to undiscovered inner strength. 

March 6, 10am

N.B.: derogatory language used to describe lead characters; guns shown in a television 
show; imaginary sequences featuring witches; minimal blood (due to a scrape) seen on 
screen; physical fight at school; limited instances of strong language

Themes: perseverance, teamwork, empathy, diversity

The Witch Hunters
Zlogonje
dir.  Rasko Miljkovic

SERBIA/MACEDONIA, 2018

Serbian w/ English subtitles
90 mins. 
WORLD PREMIERE

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 4–7

TIFF Kids International Film Festival  FEATURES



During air raids on Belfast in 1941, 12-year-old Tom (Art Parkinson, Game 

of Thrones) and his friends evade authorities in their quest to keep Buster, 
a baby elephant, safe. Accompanying his veterinarian dad to the zoo each 
day, Tom develops a deep bond with the animals that he treats as friends. 
When World War II escalates and Tom’s dad is conscripted in the British 
army, the fate of the animals is placed in Tom’s hands. With looming air 
raids and murmurs that, in the event of a bombing, the animals are viewed 
as a risk to public safety, Tom hatches a plan to move Buster the elephant 
to a safe location. Unable to carry out the plan on his own, he enlists the 
help of his misfit friends. Reluctant to participate, they ultimately find 
a suitable hiding place with eccentric animal lover Denise (Penelope 
Wilton, Downton Abbey). Together, they work to keep Buster hidden from 
authorities, but when his health starts to deteriorate, they’ll have to risk it 
all by returning to the zoo to retrieve his medicine. Inspired by true events, 
this story serves as a reminder that friendship and heroism can come 
from unlikely places.  
 

March 6, 9:45am
March 7, 10am

N.B.: man is seen and referred to as drunk; soldiers seen with large guns; implied killing 
of large animals; citizens seek shelter during bombings; gas masks shown during school 
drill; dead rabbit shown on screen; limited instances of strong language; people shown 
bleeding and injured; girl dies in bombings (discussed, not shown)

Themes: animal rights, action and adventure, history, empathy, teamwork, cooperation

Zoo 
dir. Colin McIvor

IRELAND/UNITED KINGDOM, 2018

96 minutes
English
CANADIAN PREMIERE

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 6–8

TIFF Kids International Film Festival  FEATURES



Adventures from Around 
the World
Explore the lives of children around the world! Imagina-

tion and play unite the young protagonists in these short 

films from across the globe, and provide audiences with 

lessons in friendship, acceptance, and hope.

March 8, 12:30pm 

March 20, 10am 

March 22, 12:15pm

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 1–3

N.B.: loss of a family member; costumed monster characters that 
some may find frightening

Themes: cooperation, family, fantasy

Approximate runtime: 75 min.

Inclusion Makes the World More Vibrant

Inclusion Makes the World More Vibrant
Genevieve Clay-Smith | AUSTRALIA, 2017 | 3 min. | English  | INTERNATIONAL PREMIERE

During a visit to an art gallery, a boy serves as a very special kind of tour 

guide for his mother, who has a visual impairment. 

HADIA (The Gift) Hediye
Sinem Sakaoglu | GERMANY/TURKEY, 2017 | 6 min. | Arabic,  Turkish w/ English subtitles |  
CANADIAN PREMIERE

A self-made hero, Tarek loved having superpowers when he and his family 
were living in Aleppo. He’s hoping they’ll return so they can help him in his 

new home.

Dear Henri
Matthew Sandager | USA, 2017 | 13 min. | English | CANADIAN PREMIERE

After the loss of her namesake Grandpa Henry, Henri finds an imaginative 

way to maintain their special connection.

B F F
Roopa Rao | INDIA, 2017 | 6 min. | English, Kannada, Tamil w/ English subtitles |  
INTERNATIONAL PREMIERE

After learning the importance of trees, Aditi is sad to not have space for one 
in her family’s cramped apartment. However, there may be another way for 

her to experience nature’s daily miracles.

Doctor of Monster Médico de Monstro
Gustavo Teixeira | BRAZIL, 2017 | 11 min. | Portuguese w/ English subtitles |  
TORONTO PREMIERE 

Eduardo’s classmates do not appreciate his choice of profession as a doc-

tor of monsters. Thankfully, he soon receives some visitors who definitely 

approve. 

Coin Operated
Nicholas Arioli | USA, 2017 | 5 min. | No dialogue | TORONTO PREMIERE

A humble red machine inspires a boy to dream of space travel. But will he 

ever have enough nickels to make that dream come true?

Sherbert Rozencrantz, You’re Beautiful
Natalie van den Dungen | Australia, 2018 | 10 min. | English | CANADIAN PREMIERE

Milly loves nothing in the world more than her pet guinea pig Sherbert and 

her dollhouse. Will this perfect trio stay that way when Milly’s mother invites 

another playmate over? 

Strawberries Fragole
Alessandro Sasha Codaglio | ITALY, 2016 | 14 min. | Italian w/ English subtitles |  
NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE

After his mother catches him eating a forbidden fruit, Giulio escapes to the 

bathroom. While waiting out his mother’s incessant knocking, his imagina-

tion takes over and inspires a very creative story.

The Wishing Cranes
Kaiya Telle, Ellen Arnold, Thomas Anderholm | USA, 2017 | 3 min. | English

A flock of paper cranes help broaden the horizons for an orphaned brother 

and sister living in 1960s Japan.

Shoot for the Moon
Lauren Hoekstra, Doug Turner | USA, 2017 | 4 min. | English  | INTERNATIONAL PREMIERE

Disappointed that her older sister has other friends to see at summer sci-

ence camp, a girl discovers what can happen when you reach for the stars.
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Fragile Ground
Difficult circumstances can force young people to 

acknowledge a reality that is far from carefree. This 

collection of short films reinforces that perseverance and 

resilience can give youth the power to rise up in trying 

situations, and to face the consequences of their actions, 

both positive and negative.

March 7, 10am

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 7–8

N.B.: alcohol consumption, coarse language, discussion and 
scenes of war and unrest, gunfire, visual signs of war and a fatal 
explosion, suggestions of abuse, implied accidental death of a 
young person

Themes: migration and diaspora, perseverance, social justice

Approximate Runtime: 69 min. 

Towards the Sun

Rupture
Yassmina Karajah | JORDAN/CANADA, 2017 | 18 min. | Arabic,  English w/ English subtitles

On a sweltering summer day in the suburbs of Vancouver, four 
newcomers to Canada find some relief from the heat on a quest that 

highlights the importance of friendship, adaptation, and resilience.

Gold
Abbe Hassan | SWEDEN, 2017 | 18 min. | Arabic | WORLD PREMIERE

While living in a Syrian bomb shelter, Amal and her two sisters make 
the best of their difficult circumstances. When Amal finds a piece of 
gold while exploring her battle-scarred surroundings, the consequenc-

es of her discovery reveal the fragile nature of their situation. 

TV in the Fish Tail 
Iesh Thapar | INDIA/USA, 2017 | 13 min. | English,  Hindi w/ English subtitles | TORONTO 
PREMIERE

Tinley and Kobai, two friends living in a remote Trans-Himalayan vil-
lage, are thrilled by the arrival of electricity — and more importantly, 
television — to their community. However, their curiosity about the new 

power plant prompts decisions that lead to tragic circumstances.

Towards the Sun Hacia el sol
Monica Santis| UNITED KINGDOM/USA, 2016 | 20 min.  | Spanish, English  | CANADIAN 
PREMIERE

Facing deportation, a 12-year-old girl from Mexico living in an immi-
grant youth shelter in Texas finds an artistic means of addressing the 

hardships of her past and the uncertainties of her future. 
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Home Away from Home
Many families leave their home countries by force, or 

as a means to escape war, violence, or persecution. 

While staying in comparably safe environments, the 

protagonists and subjects in this short-film programme 

experience the vulnerability and encounter the prejudice 

that often awaits people living in an unfamiliar country 

with new languages, customs, and social norms.

March 21, 12:30pm

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 4-6

N.B.: frank discussion of prejudice and racism including examples 
of derogatory language, vandalism, aftermath of racially-motivated 
assault, seriously ill youth

Themes: documentary, empathy, human rights, migration and 
diaspora

Approximate Runtime: 70 min.

Hello Salaam

Hello Salaam 
Kim Brand | NETHERLANDS, 2017 | 15 min. | Dutch, English, Farsi | CANADIAN PREMIERE

While their mothers work as volunteers at a camp for migrants and ref-
ugees on the Greek island of Lesbos, Merlijn and Sil discover what life 
is like there for boys their own age. This documentary demonstrates 
the power of acceptance and understanding and how friendship can 

transcend barriers of culture and language. 

Antouni
Alik Tamar | ARMENIA, 2017  | 11 min. | Armenian | WORLD PREMIERE 

A Syrian-Armenian girl living in Armenia, Lori believes her father is tak-

ing her on a summer trip. When she learns her family is really leaving 

Armenia after already fleeing the war in Syria, she tries whatever she 

can to stay in a place that has great meaning for her.

The Children’s Mayor De Kinderburgemeester
Susan Koenen | NETHERLANDS, 2017 | 15 min. | Dutch w/ English subtitles |  
CANADIAN PREMIERE

If only every grown-up politician could display the same determination 

and dedication as young Yassine, a Dutch boy of Moroccan heritage 

who is elected mayor despite being only 11 years old. We follow Yas-

sine through his time in office and his courageous campaign against 

prejudice. 

The Line Il tratto
Alessandro Stevanon | ITALY, 2017 | 15 mins. | Italian | CANADIAN PREMIERE

An 11-year-old boy in a small town in northern Italy, Federico learns 

lessons in art, life and friendship after he meets a street artist from 

Senegal.

Bismillah
Alessandro Grande | ITALY, 2018 | 14 min. | Italian, Tunisian w/ English subtitles |  
WORLD PREMIERE

Samira experiences many daily struggles and challenges as a Tunisian 

living illegally with her family in Italy. But she must summon all her 

strength and courage when she alone must care for her sick older 

brother one night.
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IRL (In Real Life) 
With much of reality TV providing a not-so-realistic look 

at life, documentaries allow filmmakers the opportunity 

to explore the thoughts, feelings, and circumstances 

of their subjects in different ways. Showcasing varying 

styles of documentary, these short films explore issues 

relevant to young people today.

March 6, 12:30pm 

March 21, 10am

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 7–8

N.B.: coarse language; discussion of prejudicial and derogatory 
terms; one instance of sexualized animation; alcohol consumption 
and cigarette use by adults; frank discussion about race, gender 
identity, sexuality, and ability

Themes: activism, diversity, documentary, social justice

Approximate runtime: 68 min.

Kendis

I Am Black and Beautiful
Hawanatu Bangura | Australia, 2017 | 8 min, | English | WORLD PREMIERE

Using bold words and equally dramatic movements, seven Afro-Austra-
lian women share their experiences and express their ideas about living 

in the skin they’re in.

Beauty
Christina Willings | CANADA, 2018 | 23 min. | English,  French w/ English subtitles | 
WORLD PREMIERE

It’s never easy to find a place in the world and to be who you need to 
be. Five gender-creative young people face these daunting tasks with 

courage and imagination. 

Kendis
Bibi Fadlalla | NETHERLANDS, 2017 | 15 min. | Dutch w/ English subtitles |  
NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE

A DJ since the age of nine, Lavanya Raghoenandan, also known as Ken-
dis, is on her way to becoming a superstar in the dance-music world. 
Yet, pursuing her ambitions also means coping with challenges people 

can’t perceive as they are moving to her music.

Hold My Hand Prends ma main
Directed by Alexandre Lefebvre | CANADA,  2017 | 22 min. | French w/ English subtitles 

This portrait of three young people in Quebec proves that a life without 

sight is as rich and fulfilling as any other kind.  

TIFF Kids International Film Festival  
SHORTS 

PROGRAMMES



It’s All Relative
For better or worse, our family members are instrumen-

tal in shaping who we are. Whether they are desperate to 

hold onto memories of lost loved ones or trying to forge 

understanding between younger and older generations, 

the protagonists in these short films must create a link 

between the families they came from and the individuals 

they would like to become.

March 20, 10am

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 6–8

N.B.: parental death discussed, depiction of parental illness 
(animated), frank discussion of the Holocaust, coarse language, 
brief use of strong language and disparaging remarks, father 
shoves son

Themes: coming of age, discrimination, family, social justice

Approximate Runtime: 80 min.

Iron Hands

Changyou’s Journey
Perry Chen | USA, 2017 | 5 min. | No dialogue w/ English subtitles |  
INTERNATIONAL PREMIERE

A young animator crafted this labour of love to inspire his father during 

his long battle with cancer and to pay tribute to the life he led, begin-

ning with his childhood in in rural China. 

The Number on Great-Grandpa’s Arm 
Amy Schatz | USA, 2017 | 19 min. | English  | INTERNATIONAL PREMIERE

The close relationship between 10-year-old Elliott and his 90-year-old 

great-grandfather Jack, takes on a new richness when Elliott asks Jack 

about his childhood in Poland, his experiences during the Holocaust, 

and the history that can still be read on Jack’s skin.

Iron Hands Tie Shou
Johnson Cheng | USA/CHINA, 2017 | 11 min. | Chinese w/ English subtitles |  
CANADIAN PREMIERE

A determined 12-year-old girl vies for a spot on China’s youth Olympic 

weightlifting team. She finds an unlikely mentor in a man who most 

people do not even notice, but who may hold the key to her success. 

Footsteps Fótspor
Hannes Þór Arason | ICELAND, 2017 | 15 min. | Icelandic w/ English subtitles |  
CANADIAN PREMIERE

An older man’s quiet existence in Reykjavik is disturbed when he’s 

compelled to spend time with his soccer-obsessed grandson. In their 

efforts to find common ground, the grandfather may rediscover not 

only his own passion for the sport, but a shared drive to compete. 

Stardust Polvo de estrellas
Aldo Sotelo Lázaro | MEXICO, 2017 | 14 min. | Spanish w/ English subtitles | WORLD PREMIERE

Adan spends his days helping his father, Hilario, a garbage collector in a 

Mexican city. After Adan makes a discovery in the trash, the boy begins 
a quest — one that suggests his world exists beyond that imagined by 
his father.

Bachir in Wonderland
Evelien Vehof, Els Duran | NETHERLANDS, 2017 | 16 min. | Arabic,  Spanish |  
w/ English subtitles | INTERNATIONAL PREMIERE

A 10-year-old Sahrawi boy living in a refugee camp in the Sahara desert 

gets the chance to experience a very different kind of place. Will this 

adventure affect the hopes and dreams he’s inherited from his late 

father?
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Me, My Way
Friendship and acceptance provide young people with 

the safety to explore their identity. Fear of not having the 

“right” material possessions or appearing and acting 

like everyone else can cause confusion and self-doubt. 

This collection of short films looks at the insecurities and 

uncertainties involved in growing up and accepting one’s 

true self.

March 20, 12:15pm

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 4–6

N.B.: bullying; derogatory comments related to gender identity; 
shoplifting; depiction of seizures; near car accident; discussion 
of death; strong language; physical confrontation; alcohol 
consumption by adults; kiss on the cheek exchanged between 
young people

Themes: acceptance, perseverance, social change

Approximate Runtime: 73 min.

Mrs. McCutcheon

New Boy
Norman Tamkivi | UNITED KINGDOM, 2017 | 10 min. | English | CANADIAN PREMIERE

Mike believes that he won’t be able to make friends at his new school 

unless he has the same electronic device that they do. Yet in his efforts 

to get the money he needs, he learns more important lessons about 

finding a place.

Elen
Andy Newbery | UNITED KINGDOM, 2017 | 15 min. | Welsh w/ English subtitles |  
NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE

Life in a Welsh village may be sleepy for some but it’s colourful and 

compelling for Elen, a 10-year-old girl with epilepsy. The chance to 

befriend a newcomer makes it all the more exciting. 

Pastel
Mariel Cortés | MEXICO, 2017 | 17 min. | Spanish w/ English subtitles |  
NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE

While learning a special dance routine with her younger brother for 

their parents’ upcoming wedding, Maria must learn to deal with her 

own feelings of shyness. With the big night comes challenges and 

developments alongside the ones she expected.

The Glass Pearl Glaspärlan
Tommi Seitajoki | FINLAND, 2017 | 15 min, | Swedish w/ English subtitles |  
TORONTO PREMIERE

With and without the help of his two best friends, Daniel hunts the 

woods, garbage bins, and supermarket aisles in his suburban town in 

Finland. Though what he seeks may be unknown at first, the true object 

of his quest soon becomes all too clear. 

Mrs. McCutcheon
John Sheedy | AUSTRALIA, 2017 | 16 min. | English  | TORONTO PREMIERE

A school dance poses particular challenges for a 10-year-old who 

feels more comfortable in dresses and would rather be known as Mrs. 

McCutcheon than Tom. But a new friend may inspire the courage to 

confront any situation, no matter how daunting. 
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Out of this World 
Imagination and creativity can help us address life’s 

challenges or provide a temporary escape from difficult 

situations. The characters in these short films will inspire 

you to see the wonder in everyday situations and will 

develop creative problem-solving and critical-thinking 

skills in young audiences.

March 22, 10am

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 3-5

N.B.: discussion of death and grieving, child seen in sugar-
skull costume during Halloween, a visit to the dentist shown in 
a negative way, a home is broken into, potentially frightening 
description of a witch, bullying

Themes: cooperation, empathy, environment, positive choices

Approximate Runtime: 72 min.

Scrap Dolls

Scrambled
Bastiaan Schravendeel | NETHERLANDS, 2017 | 6 min. | No dialogue  | TORONTO PREMIERE

While waiting for her train on a platform one night, Esra becomes dis-

tracted by an unusually lively Rubik’s Cube that demands her attention 

with a persistent request.

The Door La Puerta
Adrià Guxens | SPAIN, 2017 | 11 min | Spanish | NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE

When his father passes away, Lucas and his mother stay in his grand-

parents’ cluttered house. As he begins to adjust to his new life, Lucas 

discovers a mysterious door that captures his imagination.

Amelia
Maribeth Romslo, Cristina Pippa | USA, 2017 | 11 min. | English |  
INTERNATIONAL PREMIERE

Living with polio in July 1937, 13-year-old Eleanor reaches out to the 

world via her shortwave radio in an attempt to connect with history’s 

most famous female aviator. 

Afloat
Kristina Mileska | Canada, 2017 | 3 min. | No dialogue | WORLD PREMIERE

A homemade Halloween costume takes on a life of its own.

Bui Búi
Inga Lisa Middleton | ICELAND, 2016 | 13 min | Icelandic | CANADIAN PREMIERE

Anna is a newcomer to a town in Iceland full of children who don’t seem 

very friendly. With the help of a local boy, Anna gets the chance to show 

them what she’s made of. 

Stella1
Roberto D’ippolito, Gaia Bonsignore | ITALY, 2017 | 15 min, | Italian, English, Japanese |  
CANADIAN PREMIERE

An astronaut named Stella1 must summon all her courage if she hopes 

to complete a special mission. Though her mother has some difficulty 

balancing the demands of work and family, she does her best to sup-

port Stella’s creative spirit.

Scrap Dolls
Aude Cuenod | USA, 2016 | 13 min. | English | CANADIAN PREMIERE

The loss of a close friend and bullying from neighbourhood kids leaves 

Jason feeling alone, but a chance encounter with an artist inspires 

Jason to create a beautiful tribute to his friend.
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Rise Up
Young people can be dismissed as weak based on their 

age and size when in reality, they can exhibit strength 

and courage beyond that of any adult. While the charac-

ters in these short films are forced to address some very 

difficult situations, they do so with bravery and loyalty to 

their loved ones.

March 20, 12:30pm

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 5–7

N.B.: discussion of death, coarse language, woman is hit, children 
seen smoking, stealing, shoplifting, bullying (physical and verbal), 
injury related to boxing

Themes: empathy, family, perseverance

Approximate Runtime: 66 min.

Songs for Wild Animals

Songs for Wild Animals El canto de los animales feroces
Mara Weber | MEXICO, 2018 | 12 min. | Spanish w/ English subtitles | CANADIAN PREMIERE

After a young girl loses an older brother who was also her best friend, 

she finds comfort and courage in a fantasy about the form he might 

take now. 

You Are My Sunshine
Jun Jie Huang | TAIWAN, 2016 | 16 min. | Mandarin | CANADIAN PREMIERE

Raised by his grandmother until she could no longer care for him, a 

seven-year-old boy in Taipei must find a way to connect with a mother 

he barely knows. But his mother’s struggle to earn a living for them 

may affect these fragile new family bonds.

Schoolyard Blues Skolstartssorg
Maria Eriksson | SWEDEN, 2017 | 16 min. | Swedish w/ English subtitles |  
CANADIAN PREMIERE

Mika has many things to teach his younger brother, John, on his first 

day of school, including lessons about difficult situations that kids 

shouldn’t have to handle on their own.

Shadow Boxer Skyggebokser
Andreas Bøggild Monies | DENMARK, 2017 | 22 min. | Danish w/ English subtitles | 
CANADIAN PREMIERE

When a professional female boxer is injured in the ring and begins a 

difficult recovery, her daughter Luna makes it her mission to believe in 

her mother, even when she’s unable to do it for herself.
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Where I Fit
Whether at home, at school, in the countries where we 

live, or in our own skin, everyone needs a sense of com-

fort and acceptance to become the best possible version 

of themselves. In this collection of short narrative films 

and documentaries, young people explore identity and 

diversity, often under challenging circumstances.

March 7, 12:15pm 

March 22, 12:30pm

RECOMMENDED GRADES: 7–8

N.B.: coarse language; news clip featuring racist rhetoric; 
discussion of racial slurs and bullying; references to previous 
abusive experiences

Themes: documentary, discrimination, diversity, social justice 

Approximate Runtime: 59 min.

Siblings

Siblings
Michael Chiang | CANADA, 2016 | 4 min, | English | WORLD PREMIERE

The children and youth in this documentary have siblings with ex-

ceptionalities. In candid interviews, they share their experiences with 

prejudice, perception, everyday life, and the love they have for their 

siblings.

French Le bleu blanc rouge de mes cheveux
Josza Anjembe | FRANCE, 2016 | 20 mins. | French w/ English subtitles | TORONTO PREMIERE

Seyna, the French-born daughter in a family from Cameroon, is excited 

to become a naturalized citizen now that she’s 17. But when her father 

disapproves of her decision, she must face tough questions about the 

place she has in her country of choice. 

The Language of Ball
Ramón Rodríguez | USA, 2017 | 8 min. | English,  Arabic,  Spanish w/ English subtitles | 
TORONTO PREMIERE

A newcomer to New York City, basketball-lover Ahmed is nervous about 

not being fluent in English. However, he soon discovers that his great-

est passion may also be his best means to communicate and connect.

Pride & Prejudice Trots & Treiter
Mirjam Marks | NETHERLANDS, 2017 | 17 min. | Dutch,  French w/ English subtitles | NORTH 
AMERICAN PREMIERE

After moving from Mali to the Netherlands with her family, Emma finds 

a creative way to cope with the discrimination and prejudice she faces. 

Throughout this documentary, Emma explores her feelings as some-

one who often feels stuck between two cultures. 

ZION
Floyd Russ | USA, 2017 | 10 min. | English | CANADIAN PREMIERE

Zion Clark is a youth wrestler who was born without legs and spent 

much of his childhood in foster care. This documentary explores the 

motivation and perseverance that led to his rise in high-school wres-

tling despite initial uncertainties and prejudice expressed by his peers.
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