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Atlanta, GA (August, 17, 2015) – Atlanta still has its issues.  Far too many of the city’s 

residents are unemployed or under employed and violence and death are realities that all too 
many Atlantans live with daily.  Nevertheless, those of us who benefit from the growth, 
prosperity and opportunity of this magnificent city may find it hard to believe that the success of 
Atlanta is the result of hard fought battles that were waged by courageous young men and 
women in the late 1950’s and early 1960’s.  Atlanta earned the title “The City Too Busy to Hate” 
in large part because visionary, idealistic young African Americans (many of whom were 
students at the HBCUs in Atlanta) were willing to sacrifice in order to break down the walls of 
segregation and work for a more inclusive and racially just Atlanta.  One of those young leaders 
was Julian Bond. 
 

News of his death saddens the Interdenominational Theological Center community and 
we express our sympathy to the Bond family during this time of sorrow.  Another soldier in the 
battle for freedom, justice and equality has fallen, but we dare not forget the man or the mission 
that he undertook. 

 
At a time when downtown Atlanta department stores had segregated restrooms and white 

only lunch counters; when street cars were segregated and the KKK burned a cross on Stone 
Mountain every Labor Day weekend, Julian Bond was among the student leaders who risked 
everything to change an inherently inhumane and discriminatory system.  At a time when Lester 
Maddox was selling axe handles in resistance to segregation’s slow but inevitable death, Julian 
Bond served as an elected member of the Georgia legislature and fearlessly led the fight to make 
Georgia a better place for all her citizens!  At a time when the NAACP was unsure of its future 
and its mission, Julian Bond helped the organization refocus and re-commit itself to the ongoing 
work of making America a more just nation where equal treatment under the law and equal 
opportunity for those who had unfairly faced discrimination due to the color of their skin would 
become the reality. 

 
Julian Bond was a soldier in the movement to make Atlanta, the state of Georgia and 

America live up to its most noble aspirations and pronouncements.  Julian Bond died on 



Saturday, August 15, 2015 and with his passing we recognize that another soldier has fallen.  
May he rest in peace, but may those of us who are yet alive never take for granted the blessings 
we have because Julian Bond and so many others courageously refused to accept the status quo’s 
injustice as normative. 


