
 

RICHARD ST. BARBE BAKER 
 

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the death of Richard 
St. Barbe Baker, the founder of MOTT. 
 

“I am determined to live and work for peaceful 

construction for I am morally responsible for the world of 

today and the generations of tomorrow.” 
 

 
 

Richard St. Barbe Baker (1889–1982) was an English 
forester, environmental activist and author, who contributed 
greatly to worldwide reforestation efforts.  
 

Born in Beacon Hill, Hampshire, England, as a young child 

he was attracted to gardening and, since the family’s 
Beacon Hill home was surrounded by a wood, he began to 
explore the forest at an early age.  
 

At 13, he was sent to Dean Close School, a boarding school 

in Cheltenham, where he became interested in the sciences 
of botany and forestry.  
 

Preparing himself for missionary work, he went to Canada, 
where he devoted himself to studies that would earn him a 

diploma from Emmanuelle College, University of 
Saskatchewan. 
 

Travelling widely on horseback, he became convinced that 
the agricultural practices (including the razing of the natural 
scrub trees) by European settlers were leading to deplorable 

soil degradation and potential aridity on Canada’s prairies.  
 

When World War I intervened, he served in France with 
Royal Horse Artillery (RHA) units and was wounded on 
three occasions. After discharge, he worked in the British 

Government’s social services for a period 
 

St. Barbe Baker soon resumed studies at Cambridge in 
forestry and had realised that deforestation, resulting from 
the removal of trees without sufficient reforestation, results 

in soil-loss problems, declines in habitat and biodiversity, 
declines in availability of wood for fuel and industrial use, 
and reduction in quality of life. 
 

Graduating from the Cambridge forestry programme, he 
went to North Africa where he saw the effects of centuries 
of land mismanagement and, concerned with these 
deforestation problems, in 1922 he set up a tree nursery and 
founded an organization with Kenya’s Kikuyu people to 
carry out managed reforestation in the region, utilizing 

native species. This formed the foundation stone for what 
was to become an international organization, the Men of the 
Trees (a translation of the original name). 
 

He was appointed Assistant Conservator of Forests for the 

southern provinces of Nigeria from 1925 to 1929; he went 
on to do work similar to his work in Kenya. He also did 
forestry planning work in the Gold Coast. During this time, 
he devoted himself in part to a study of the ecology of 
extremely complex tropical forests.  
 

He attended the First World Forestry Congress in Rome 
and then went on to work in Palestine and set up a chapter 
of the Men of the Trees there.  
 

Travelling to America, where he crossed the country and 

toured the Redwood groves on the West Coast, St. Barbe 
Baker became an author and sought-after lecturer. 
Returning to England via Australia, his thoughts returned to 
California and he started the Save the Redwoods campaign.  
His connections with the United States remained strong, 
and in the late 1930s he worked with President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt to establish the American Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC), said eventually to involve some six million 

youths. 
  

In good part because of St. Barbe Baker’s continued 
travels, chapters of his organization, the Men of the Trees 
(now the International Tree Foundation in the UK), were 
founded internationally. After World War II, a lecture tour 

into Austria, Germany and other countries launched his 
concept of an international Green Front to promote the idea 
of reforestation worldwide.  
 

St. Barbe Baker’s organization, the Men of the Trees, 

eventually grew to be known as the International Tree 
Foundation. Ultimately, there were chapters in over 100 
countries. By some estimates, organizations he founded or 
assisted have been responsible for planting at least 26 
trillion trees, internationally.  



 
St. Barbe Baker died on June 9, 1982 in Saskatoon, 

Saskatchewan. Just days before his death he planted his last 
tree on the grounds of the University of Saskatchewan, and 
he was working on his thirty-first book. 
 

(This article has been précised from the article in 
Wikipedia. The full article can be accessed at 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_St._Barbe_Baker). 
 

ST BARBE BAKER IN BRISBANE 
 

Not far from the Royal Brisbane hospital, on the corner of 
Northey and Victoria streets, Windsor, beside the Enoggera 
Creek, is the Northey Street City Farm; it’s slogan: 
“Permaculture in the heart of Brisbane”; its mission: “To 

create a working model of a cooperative, community based 

urban permaculture farm which demonstrates, promotes, 

educates and advocates for environmental and economic 

sustainability in a healthy, diverse and supportive 

community. 
 

Some of you may not be aware that in one corner of this 
community area is a tribute to Richard St. Barbe Baker. 
 

The text reads: 
“Post World 

War 1, Great 
Britain employ-
ed a young 
forester, 
Richard St. 
Barbe Baker 
MC, in its 
African colony 
of Kenya. 
 

He abhorred the 
soil-degrading 
practices of the 
Kikuru, based 

on felling and 
burning the 
forests to grow 
their crops. 
 

When the soil 
became sterile, 
the cycle was 
repeated on new 
lands. Baker 
persuaded them 
to heal their 
lands by replanting the trees. Thus they became forest 
conservation-ists, proudly known as ‘The Men of the 

Trees’. 
 

From this beginning in 1922, Richard St. Baker (sic) made 
the nurturing of his movement worldwide, the work of a 
long lifetime”.  
 

St. Barbe Baker authorized MOTT in Queensland in 1980 
and was also involved in Greening Australia 
 

Close by this tribute to St. Barbe Baker, MOTT also gets a 
gong with a similar tribute to the organization and its work.  
 

. 

The text on this one reads: 
The Men of the Trees 
is a society of 
voluntary tree plan-
ters who believe that 

by working together 
– TWAHAMWE – to 
develop a universal 
tree sense in which 
the scars of the 
earth’s face can be 
healed (sic). 
 

In Queensland, many 
thousands of trees 
have been planted in 
association with other 
organizations. 
 

They have worked 
with community 
groups, city councils, 
government and non-
government agencies. 

Projects have been 
large and small and 
have always address-
ed a degradation 
problem. 
 

Men of the Trees have worked closely with and have 
similar objectives to Greening Australia. MOTT remains 
essentially a volunteer group motivated to planting trees 
where appropriate and encouraging others to see the need to 
do so”. 

*** 

MEET THE PLANTERS. 

MARION GOWARD 
 

Interviewing our energetic Marion is as simple as asking, 
“What did you do when you left high school?” 
 

Marion went straight into the public service because the 
government was short of staff and was conducting 
interviews at schools. Asked in which department she 
would like to work, loving trees and being obsessed by 
them at the earliest age, she told them The Forestry 
Department, but added that she didn’t want to have to do 

any shorthand or typing. So that’s where she worked for the 
next thirty years. 



 
 

During that time, she followed further studies at the 
university but, having an interest in art, she began a 
commercial art course at the Queensland College of Art and 
did what was then a diploma, now a degree, taking 
Illustration as her major. Then she did theoretical 
components of the course at Qld University, doing their Art 
History course which, she says, filled her life with 

excitement because she was able to research things that 
fascinated her, like colour theory and the philosophy of art. 
She also did a major on the theory of literature. 
 

Leaving the Forestry Department, Marion worked in the 

Brisbane City Council libraries but was hardly riveted with 
putting books away and sending out overdue letters so she 
left and did whatever came along, like door-to-door market 
research and selling in shopping centres. 
 

Having spent the eighties mainly studying, Marion was 
aware of Men of the Trees but didn’t become involved until 
another of her interests almost crossed paths with it. As a 
Girl Guide leader at Bardon, she was aware of the local 
Lions Club planting near Ithaca Creek, along Fletcher 
Parade. Marion had had the girls planting trees around the 
guide hut and a man from the Lions Club told her that the 
‘Man of the Trees’ (Richard St. Barbe Baker) was in 
Brisbane and was going to plant a tree for them on Coopers 

Camp Rd. 
 

Marion had heard of St. Barbe Baker and his work and, 
quite excited, got the guides organized to attend this 
momentous event but the 92-year-old ‘Man of the Trees’ 

was not well enough to attend and, indeed, died shortly 
afterwards. 
 

Ngairetta Brennan, MOTT’s first president, came to plant 
the tree. Incredible as it now seems, up until that time, no 
member of the public was permitted to plant anything, 

especially a tree, in public places. It would be MOTT that 
would begin to put pressure on councils and government 
and gradually, the tide turned. 
 

There had been no MOTT in Queensland with Joh Bjelke 

Petersen’s Brigalow Scheme – to remove lots of brigalow 
for cattle – St. Barbe Baker had felt that any community 
that would allow this practice didn’t have a tree 
consciousness, the conservation of forests not being part of 
the public mindset, so it was not until the scheme ended 
that he gave the nod to the Qld chapter of MOTT. 

One of Marion’s big regrets is that she never actually met 
Richard St. Barbe Baker but she did hear him speak at the 

Relaxation Centre – standing room only. “For about three 
hours, he talked in the most beautiful way, with poetry 
thrown in, and all sort of science thrown in and all sorts of 
stuff about tree planting, and it was one of the most 
beautiful things I’ve ever heard; and I was just gone from 
then on. That’s why I’m in Men of the Trees, not in 
Greening Australia or in a local planting group or in 
anything else … there’s nothing else I could possibly be in 
but Men of the Trees”. 

*** 

WEEKEND AT GYMPIE 
 

Some of the MOTT crew arrived late the evening before, 
driving up from Brisbane to stay for a night on the farm. 
Those who stayed the night were lucky enough to get a tour 

of the dairy early next morning, along with a breakfast of 
fresh scrambled eggs and dairy milk. The rest of the 
planters trickled onto the farm and at 8:30am we were 
ready to go! 
 

 
 

The planting area was in and around a gully, with the goal 
being to create a koala corridor. The group got stuck into 
work, first digging holes and then filling them with several 
varieties fit for Koala consumption. Though the weather 
was perfectly cloudy we still raised quite a sweat and took a 
short tea break to energise. 
 

 
 

Once back at the site and with all the trees planted all that 
was left was the watering and mulching.  Great care was 
taken to make sure the trees we planted were secure and 
had the best chance of rooting, with the group bedding 



cardboard bibs around the saplings and laying down a thick 
cover of straw mulch. 
 

 
 

Finishing at around 2pm the MOTTley crew had done the 
impossible - 310 trees planted, watered and ready to grow! 

 A day of hard work was then celebrated with a BBQ of 
more homemade goodies, this time with sausages, salads, 
cakes and biscuits. 
A fun time was had by all but by mid afternoon the crew 
was ready for a much needed rest. With many of us taking 
some fresh dairy milk for the road, we bid Therese and 
Glen goodbye.   

 

Louise Cadell 
Photos: Marion Goward   

*** 

SAVING THE KOALAS 
 

 
 

Over the last four years, Brisbane City Council has 
purchased, and is protecting, more than 500 hectares of 
land under a Bushland Acquisition Programme.  
 

This achievement was celebrated with a tree planting on 
land at Burbank, one of the 42 parcels of land purchased 
through the programme since 2008. 
 

The Burbank land assists in expanding Brisbane’s Koala 
Bushlands, which are home to more than 280 native fauna 

species, and will help to ensure that the outer-eastern 
suburbs would remain a key part of Brisbane’s green belt. 
 

The programme has also seen land purchased in other 
suburbs such as Belmont, Carina Heights, Carindale, 
Chandler, Mackenzie and Ransome.  
 

These properties, once added to the programme, are 
protected and revegetated to increase habitat areas for local 
fauna, a number of which are threatened species. 
 

Since 1990, BCC has acquired more than 3,030 ha through 
this programme, which is funded through the Bushland 
Preservation Levy, a part of rates’ accounts. 
 

*** 
 

PLANTING DEDICATIONS 
 

BRIAN HALLINAN 
Brian Hallinan was councilor of The Gap Ward for many 
years.  A very popular, visionary and practical (definitely a 

"can do") community leader, his sense of humour and love 
of nature were, (and still are) always to the fore. 
  

Brian served on the MOTT Management Committee, 
helping to advance its cause and effectiveness in many 

ways.  It was he who acquired Twahamwe Cottage, an 
abandoned house and its property in Paten Park, The Gap, 
suggesting that MOTT take up the task of establishing a 
headquarters and environmental centre, and eventually a 
nursery there.  
  

It was Brian who, on MOTT's behalf, applied for, and won, 
the $170,000 government grant which enabled him to 
inaugurate the SOWN (Save Our Waterways Now) Scheme 
in 1993, the project to revegetate the entire Enoggera Creek 
system from the Reservoir to Breakfast Creek, through the 
dedicated efforts of hundreds of residential volunteers.  
Brian is still Chairman of SOWN, which now employs 
coordinators, has its own nursery, and has recently acquired 

the former Gap Pony Clubhouse and property as its 
headquarters. 
  

Brian initiated many environmental strategies while in 
office with the BCC, most notable of which was his 

suggestion, to impose an environmental levy on all 
ratepayers, establishing a fund for the purchase of 
threatened bushland, protecting it as habitat in perpetuity.  
We all know how successful and invaluable this scheme 
has been. 
 

Not a bad legacy for yet another true, and great, man of the 
trees. 
 

ANGUS JOHNSON 
 

Angus came to MOTT in 1987 and was quickly immersed 
in collection of seed, the propagation planting of and caring 
for native plants and spreading the word about trees and the 
need for growing them. 
 

His back yard was always overflowing with small trees in 
pots waiting to be given to schools, community groups and 
for MOTT projects. He was always among the last to leave 
the plantings as he checked that all  had found a good 
home, were well watered and mulched. 



Angus demonstrated propagation and planting techniques at 
open days, schools and at retirement villages and had a 

close link with the students at Aspley Special School and 
would take groups of school students through all the steps 
from seed sowing to planting.  
 

He made a weekly delivery of several hundred trees to the 
St Barbe Baker nursery at The Gap, when it was operated 

by MOTT and his contribution to the nursery was in the 
order of 18,000 trees per year. 
 

His tree planting activities won him the Brisbane City 
Council Citizen of the Year Award in 1991; in 1998 he won 

the Individual Award in the Spade and Shade Awards in 
Queensland; in 1999 he was recognized nationally with a 
Greening Australia Award and in 2001 he was awarded a 
Medal of the Order of Australia, OAM. 
 

DAVID CAMERON 
 

David Cameron attended the inaugural meeting of MOTT 
Qld in November, 1980.   He “had a wide experience in 
Australia and overseas of forest research, and, in particular, 
with species trials”, and worked with the CSIRO’s Forest 
Research Group. 
 

MOTT was indeed fortunate to have a professional forester 
with such a background as part of its team.  David worked 
closely with the early Presidents, Betsan Coates and 
Ngairetta Brennan, to organize the society’s plantings in a 
technologically enlightened and professional manner, 
establishing MOTT’s first large-scale rural planting near 

Kin Kin of 4000 trees.  Besides his rural commitment, for 
over a decade David provided an essential voice at 
meetings with Government bodies (Main Roads, Qld Rail, 
BCC), seeking permission to beautify some of the 
“toughest” public places, and arranging for input from such 
advisers as CSIRO soil scientists and Dept of Forestry 
technicians.   
 

Before he left Australia to work on an agroforestry project 
in Vietnam, David had passed on to MOTT his own creed 
of the need to put “the right trees in the right place for the 
right reason,” a catch-cry that has been such an important 
guideline for MOTT’s activities ever since.  And it was he 
who provided the technological professionalism that greatly 

contributed to MOTT’s high profile in the community.  
 

 

MOTT Qld Inc acknowledges the support of the 
Queensland Government through the Gambling 

Community Benefit Fund.  

 
*** 

 

CASSIMATY PARK HABITAT 

ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 
 

The following is a part of a bulletin put out by the Lord 
Mayor in September: 
 

“As part of the railway upgrade from Ferny Grove to 
Keperra over 2010-2012, Queensland Rail is committed to 
reducing its impact on the environment and is working with 
our local bushcare groups to sponsor revegetation of nearby 
areas at Cassimaty Park. 
 

Kedron Brook 
Catchment Branch, 
alongside Brisbane 
City Council (Habitat 
Brisbane & Creek 
Ranger Field Services), 

put forward a four 
stage plan to plant over 
2,000* native plants 
and trees in Cassimaty 

Park to compensate for various native trees and vegetation 
that had to be removed for the railway upgrade. Queensland 
Rail recently completed and signed an agreement with 
Council and our Branch (Sept., 2011) and is keen to get the 

project on the road as soon as possible. 
 

Men of the Trees (MOTT) has worked for many years to 
re-establish bushland areas around Ferny Grove. They 
enthusiastically agreed to come on board to assist with the 
plantings, which will continue over a two-year period 

including ongoing maintenance. It is hoped that other 
community bushcare groups such as the Wahminda Grove 
and Ferny Grove may be able to contribute some assistance 
when convenient”. 
 
* I have it on the best authority (Fran) that 3,300 trees will be planted. 
 

 
Photo: Scott Maxwell 



 

  

 

LIVING IN RAINTREE COUNTY 
 

Many of us are familiar with a very common native tree most 
popularly named the ‘Cheese Tree’, because of its fruits like 
little Edam cheeses - really, more like miniature pumpkins. 
However some are not so familiar with another of its common 
names, (besides Buttonwood), the ‘Rain Tree’.   
 

A few weeks ago (in November) our group was working on 
Ithaca Creek to extend an older planting site by 210 or so trees 
and understorey plants.  A young woman (with a pleasant 
English accent) approached us from the street, deeply anxious 

about the plight of a tree on the roadside further along the 
creek, which, she said, was oozing froth and heavily dripping 
moisture on passers by.  She had never seen a tree acting this 
way, and thought it must be suffering from some dreadful 
disease.  A few of our volunteers, familiar with the 
occurrence, guessed that a ‘Cheese Tree’ was the culprit.  And 
a ‘Cheese Tree’ it was, a very large one, with only one branch 
displaying branchlets covered in white froth, which was 
dripping copiously, leaving a large wet area on the road 

beneath.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
Upon leaving our site, having completed the day’s project, 
some of us encountered another local resident, a young man, 

who also wanted to talk about the tree.  He said the present 
condition of the tree was nothing compared to its spectacular 
display a few days before.  He remarked that the whole tree 
(except for the currently performing branch) was frothed up, 
and raining in a way that could only be described as cats and 
dogs, causing a large soggy pool beneath it, and attracting 
locals from near and far to experience the “downpour”, and 
wonder at the mystery.  And what’s more, he told us, he met a 

chap who lived a few streets away on the other side of the 
creek, laying claim to an even bigger Rain Tree, even more 
heavily decked out in shaving cream, creating nothing less 
than a “deluge of stormwater” and interest. 
 

Evidently, this condition of some species of trees at certain 

times of the year, including our own Cheese Tree (Glochidion 
ferdinandi), is caused by little creatures dubbed Spittle Bugs, 
the larvae of Frog Hoppers, sucking sap from the tree, and 
blowing up the residue into the froth that cools and protects 
them.  And I thought the ‘Cheese Tree’ had only to put up 
with Leaf Miners and Leaf-Tying Caterpillars!  It is evidently 
one of those generous and giving trees (like two others I 
know, the Red Ash and Brewster’s Cassia) which are such 

popular hosts to a variety of insect species, that their own 
robustness is periodically jeopardised.  This year, it would 
seem, (anything to do with last season’s intensive watering?) 
was the year of the Rain Tree - nothing less than Spittle Bug 
heaven! 
 

I hope if anyone knows something more or different about this 
subject, they will enlighten us with the details. 
 

Marion Goward 

 January to June, 2012 

Always check with coordinator or Fran (3851 0858) for possible changes 
Bush care 9 a.m. to 12:30 or 1 p.m 

We bring something to share at morning tea (10:30 a. m.) 

Date Location Contact 

Break 

Time 

 

Family and friends 

Jan 14th 
Nr. Cottage at Paten Park, Boy Scout area - weeding + planting at the 

back-  UBD 158, C7 
Marion 3366 1448 
Kerry-3289 9206 

21 

Cassimaty Park UBD 137, L1-across from Arbor St. ( &BP Station) 
Qld.Rail-MOTT-Kedron Brook planting for Ferny Grove-Keperra train 

line. 
 

Kerry 
3289 9206 

28 

Thomsett Park, Ferny Hills, minimal parking in Crane Reserve corner of 
Samford Rd & Gordon 

UBD 117,L20, walk to the right-planting near dog off leash area..OR..park 
near Olakuna & Oolong UBD 117, L19 

Kerry 
3289 9206 



 

  

4 Feb. 
 

Holy Spirit Anglican Church  
1036 Mogill Rd Kenmore UBD 177, N9 

Kerry 
3289 9206 

 

11 
Cabbage Tree Creek off Yingally Dr.- ‘slope’ next to children’s 

playground UBD 117 N12 
 Management Meeting 1 p.m. 9 Lynwood Court, Ferny Hills (snacks to share) 

          Sonya 
0408 153 302 

Fran 3851 0858 

18 
 

129 Broseley Rd. Toowong about 2 blocks before our Broseley/Kent site 
Marion 3366 1448 
Kerry-3289 9206 

25 
Bardon Girl Guide Hit site, Coolibah St. creek side 

Bardon. UBD 158. L5 
Marion 

3366 1448 

3 March 
Cassimaty Park, UBD 137, L1-across from Arbor St (and BP station) Qld. 

Rail-MOTT-Kedron Brook planting for Ferny Grove/Keperra train line 
Jacinta 

0488 072 769 

10 

Bunya Crossing, Wongan Creek, UBD 107,Q20 to Dugandan Reserve, or 
take Dugandan to AllenRd right at Weston Dr to Banks Ct. 

 Park and walk down the grassy hill 

Wendy 
0437 439 774 

17 Broseley Rd. at Kent St. Toowong  UBD 158, approx.. J18 
Marion 

3366-1448 

24 
New planting on slope near children’s playground on Yingally Dr. UBD 

117,N12 
Kerry 

 

31 Bardon Esplanade, Duck Pond area  UBD -158,K6 
Marion 

3366-1448 

 
7 April 

HAPPY EASTER 

 

14 

Cabbage Tree Creek off Yingally Dr.- meet at playground location 
Management Meeting - 119 Plucks Rd. Arana Hills. 1 p.m. Please 

bring some nibbles to share 

Sonya 
0408 153 302 

Erika, 3351-1809!  

21 
Cassimaty Park, UBD 137, L1-across from Arbor St (and BP station) Qld. 
Rail-MOTT-Kedron Brook planting for Ferny Grove/Keperra train line 

Kerry 
3289 9206 

 

28 
Arbor St. Park, off Tramway St. behind Ferny Grove Police Station- top 

end 137, L2 
Marion-3366 1448 
Kerry -3289 9206 

5 May 
Cassimaty Park, UBD 137, L1-across from Arbor St (and BP station) Qld. 

Rail-MOTT-Kedron Brook planting for Ferny Grove/Keperra train line 
Jacinta 

0488 072 769 

12 

Bunya Crossing,Wongan Creek. UBD 107,Q20 to Dugandan Reserve, or 
take Dugandan to Allen Rd, right at Weston Dr to Banks Ct.  Park and 

walk down the grassy hill 

Wendy 
0437 439 774 

19    Holy Spirit  Anglican Church, 1036 Mogill Rd. Kenmore, UBD177, N9 
Kerry 

3289 9206 
 

26 
Nr. Cottage at Paten Park, Boy Scout area - weeding + planting at the 

back-  UBD 158, C7 

Kerry 
3289 9206 

 
2 June Cassimaty Park, UBD 137, L1-across from Arbor St (and BP station) Qld. 

Rail-MOTT-Kedron Brook planting for Ferny Grove/Keperra train line  
Jacinta 

0488 072 769 

 9 

 
Yellowood Drive where we did ‘Spring into Bushcare’ planting (creek) 
Management meeting - 9 Lynwood Crt Ferny Hills, 1 p.m. - something to share 

Sonya 
0408 153 302 

16 Thomsett Park, Ferny Hills, minimal parking in Crane Reserve corner of 
Samford Rd & Gordon UBD 117,L20, walk to the right-planting near dog 

off leash area..OR..park near Olakuna & Oolong UBD 117, L19 

Kerry 
3289 9206 

 

23 & 30 TBA  
 

Dhan Dhan Satguru Tera Hi Asra 


